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Danish defence chief dies in crash 

COPENHAGEN (Rl — Denmark's defence chief was 
among nine people killed when a Royal Danish Air Force 
plane crashed on Saturday as it came in to land in poor visi- 
bility in the Faroe Islands, a defence spokesman said The 
plane hit a cliffside as it approached Vagar airstrip on tie 
westernmost of the Faroe Islands in the North Atlantic. It 
was bringing a military delegation back from an official visit 
to Greenland and Iceland. The defence chief. Admiral Hons 
Joergen Garde, 57, took over Denmark's highest military 
post last April. The other victims were four crew. Garde’s 
wife and three officers, the spokesman told Reuters. Fire 
engulfed the wreckage of the U.S.-built two-engined Gulf- 
stream HI, which is normally used to transport royalty and 
mi titan, 1 leaders. Police said there was no sign of any sur- 
vivors. The aircraft's burning wreckage was scattered over a 
cliff face about 1.5 kilometres from the airport. 
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King, Assad hold 

’ ‘very positive’ talks 

HM describes Damascus summit 
as opportunity for reconciliation 
and discussion of all issues 
King says he is not carrying any 
Syrian message for Netanyahu 
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By Mervat Suwadeh 

with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
described as very successful 
talks he held in Damascus 
with Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad and said Syria was 
committed to Middle East 
peace. 

Talking to reporters upon 
his return home from the 
Syrian capital after the 
talks, the King also said the 
visit was an “opportunity for 
reconciliation and openness 
on many issues, in fact all 
issues.” between Jordan and 
Syria. It was the King’s first 
visit to Syria after 'Jordan 
and Israel signed a peace 
treaty in October 1994 but 
his second meeting with 
President Assad since then. 
The two leaders met on the 
fringes of the Arab summit 
held in Cairo In June. 

“It was a successful visit 
with all the meaning of the 
word,” the King said 

The King said his talks 
with the Syrian president 
dealt with the peace process, 
bilateral ties and inter-Arab 
relations. He said the meet- 
ing was “very positive” and 
that he was “very comfort- 
able'’ with the visit 

The King’s visit to Syria 
was widely seen as a Jor- 
danian effort to break the 
stalemate in Syrian-Israeli 
negotiations, but the King 
said he did not carry “any 
message” from the Syrian 
president to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, who is due here 
on Monday. 

“President Assad did not 
give me any message to pass 
on to the Israeli prime min- 
ister. But he knows that 
when he wants I am willing 
to serve the cause of com- 
prehensive and just peace," 
the King said. 

He also declined to unveil 
Syria’s "response” to 
Israel’s “Lebanon-first" 
option which Damascus has 
publicly refused. 


"'We discussed all issues 
but I cannot talk now and I 
do not think I have the right 
to speak about this issue,” 
he said. 

However, the King said he 
felt that President Assad 
remained committed to 
peace. 

“I gave him my first 
impression regarding the 
recent changes and again. I 
felt his commitment to a 
just, comprehensive and 
fair peace.” the King said 
when asked if he felt any 
change in Syria’s peace 
position after the victory of 
Mr. Netanyahu in May elec- 
tions. 

King Hussein was accom- 
panied during the visit by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Minister 
of Information Marwan 
Muasber and Water Minister 
Samir Kawar. Syrian Vice- 
presidents Abdul Halim 
Khaddam and Zuheir 
Masharka also took part in 
the talks. 

Under Mr. Netanyahu’s 
“Lebanon-first" option 
Israel and Syria would break 
the six-month deadlock in 
their peace negotiations by 
agreeing on a settlement in 
Lebanon where both coun- 
tries have troops. Mr. 
Netanyahu is expected to 
raise his proposal when he 
meets with King Hussein 
this week during his first 
visit to the Kingdom since 
he took office in June, a Jor- 
danian official said. 

Reports from Tel Aviv 
suggested Friday that Mr. 
Netanyahu requested King 
Hussein to mediate with the 
Syrians when the two lead- 
ers met secretly in London. 
But the Royal Court here 
denied that such a meeting 
took place. 

Israeli army radio said late 
Thursday that Mr. 
Netanyahu had met the 
King in London last week 
but gave no other details. 

The Jerusalem Post 
reported that Mr. Netanyahu 
had left Israel last Friday for 


an unknown destination. 

Among other issues, the 
King discussed with Presi- 
dent Assad attempted terror- 
ist attacks against Jordan by 
Syrian-based groups. The 
King had given Mr. Assad 
during the 'Arab summit in 
Cairo a file that included 
derails of 36 foiled attempts 
organised by Syrian-based 
groups against Jordan. 

Asked whether the two 
countries would take “prac- 
tical measures” to prevent 
similar attempts the King 
said: “We discussed all 
issues, and there is coordi- 
nation between the two 
countries on all levels and in 
various fields." 

Jordanian officials said 
recently that Syria had taken 
"positive steps” by arresting 
about 10 suspects in the 
plots against Jordan. - 

In Damascus, a 
spokesman for President 
Assad said the three-hour 
meeting with the King 
focused on “obstacles creat- 
ed by the Israeli govern- 
ment" to a comprehensive 
Middle East peace agree- 
ment. 

Official Syrian radio on 
Saturday again rejected Mr. 
Netanyahu’s “Lebanon- 
first" proposal, saying it was 
an attempt to "sow divisions 
between Syria and 
Lebanon." 

Syrian political sources 
quoted by AFP said that 
President Assad wants a 
“clear Israeli commitment" 
to withdraw from the Golan 
Heights, which the Jewish 
state seized from Syria in 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

An official Syrian daily 
warned Saturday that Israel 
had issued a “declaration of 
war on the peace process” 
with its decision to ease 
restrictions on expanding 
existing Jewish settlements. 

‘It sabotages all 
international efforts and vio- 
lates the U.N. resolutions 
and the principle of Jand- 
for-peace." Tishrin said. 
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Syrian President Hafez Al Assad embraces His Majesty King Hussein upon the 
Monarch’s arrival at Damascus airport for a brief working visit on Saturday 
(Reuters photo) 

Perry: U.S. forces in Gulf are 
alert against ‘imminent’ attack 

U.S. official hints at Iranian role in Dhahran bombing, 
asserts mihtants wants American forces out of region 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — U.S. forces in the 
Gulf are on the highest 
alert and commanders there 
have been instructed to pre- 
pare for an “imminent” ter- 
rorist attack. Defence Sec- 
retary William Perry said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Perry said there was 
“a flood of intelligence, no 
one of which is clearly 
indicative of a specific 
attack at a specific place, 
but in the aggregate has 
caused us to raise our threat 
level in Saudi Arabia to the 
highest possible threat 
level." 

“That threat level trans- 
lates to an attack is immi- 
nent. That is the instruction 
under which all of our 
forces commanders there 
operate under: to prepare 
for an imminent terrorist 
attack," Mr. Perry told 
reporters. 

Mr. Perry, who met with 
reporters about his trip this 


week to the Gulf, backed 
away from a statement Fri- 
day in which he suggested 
that a Saudi investigation 
would find an “international 
connection," possibly Iran, 
was behind a terrorist 
bombing in Dhahran that 
killed 19 Americans. 

Mr. Perry said he did not 
know what the Saudi inves- 
tigators would conclude, 
and based his expectation of 
an international connection 
on the complexity of the 
bombing and the terrorists’ 
use of military explosives 
and detonators. 

Mr. Perry told reporters he 
was only quoting Iran’s 
own statements when he 
said on Friday that Iran was 
a leading candidate for 
international terrorism 
against the United States, 
adding: ‘“to tie it to any 
imminent action is just not 
warranted at all." ^ 

When asked if his Friday 
comments on Iran, coupled 


with a new report that Iran 
had terrorist training camps, 
meanr the United States 
might strike, Mr. Perry said 
that was a classic case of 
adding two and two and 
getting twenty two. 

Saying he welcomed a 
chance to clarify his Friday 
comments, Mr. Perry said 
he only repeated Iran’s own 
threat to support terrorism 
against U.S. forces and 
repeated his conclusion that 
the sophistication of the 
Saudi bombing indicated 
“an international terrorist 
connection.” 

Mr. Perry said he did not 
know if Saudi Arabia would 
shortly announce its find- 
ings on the June 25 truck 
bombing and said that dur- 
ing his recent trip there: “I 
learned nothing new about 
who was responsible for the 
bombing." 

He said U.S. forces in 
Saudi Arabia are on higher 
alert. 


PNA court jails three 
policemen for torture 
death of prisoner 

Hamas urges increased attacks 


NABLUS ( Agencies) — The 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNAj on Saturday jailed 
three policemen for torturing 
a prisoner to death and 
formed a committee to look 
into the killing of a demon- 
strator in the West Bank. 
However, the militant Hamas 
organisation called for an 
uprising against the PNA and 
called for attacks on “Zionist 
targets" to avenge the two 
deaths. 

A Jericho military court 
found’ three PNA police offi- 
cers guilty of torturing to 
death 26-year-old Mahmoud 
Jemayel in a Nablus jail. 

Jemayel died last Wednes- 
day night after he was tor- 
tured by naval police. Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat, 
who ordered the trial in an 
attempt to sooth growing ten- 
sions in the West Bank, said 
Jemayel would be considered 
a Palestinian "martyr" — a 


term usually given to those 
killed by Israeli repression. 

The Jericho court sen- 
tenced Captain Abdul Hakim 
Hijjo on Lieutenant Omar 
K addon mi to 15 years plus 
hard labour for the killing. 
Sergeant Ahmad Biddo 
received a 10-year jail term 
plus hard labour. 

Palestinian human rights 
activists have denounced the 
trial, which lasted for about 
two hours, as a mocker}’. 

"The Palestinian Authority 
is trying to escape responsi- 
bility for its actions by hold- 
ing speedy trials." said human 
rights activist Khader 
Shqeirat Tensions rose in the 
West Bank after Jemayel’s 
death and on Friday Palestin- 
ian police shot dead a demon- 
strator during clashes at a 
prison in the town of Tulka- 
rem. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Aideed’s faction spurns 
Ali Mahdi’s peace offer 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) 
— Followers of the late 
Somali faction leader 
Mohammad Farah Aideed on 
Saturday spumed an offer of 
peace talks from his arch- 
enemy. 

“Interior minister’’ Moham- 
mad Kanyare Afrah said a 
successor to Aideed, declared 
president of Somalia by sup- 
porters in June last year, 
would be chosen within seven 
days of his death by his coun- 
cil of ministers and his 
alliance’s leadership council. 

“We will continue the poli- 
cies of the interim govern- 
ment ...We will stand as he 
stood,” Mr. Kanyare told 
Reuters at his residence in 
war-battered and sandswept 
southern Mogadishu. 

“If anyone wants to talk to 
us as a government we will 
talk to them as faction leaders 
or as individuals. We will 
never accept someone calling 
us faction leaders... That’s an 
abuse." 

Ali Mahdi Mohammad, 
Aideed’s arch foe who is now 
the single most powerful 
politician and dan militia 
alliance leader in Somalia, 
called on Friday for talks 
between all factions and an 
internationally funded confer- 
ence to end six years of war. 

But Mr. Ali Mahdi refuses, 
like the international commu- 
nity except for Sudan and 


Libya, to recognise Aideed’s 
“government." 

Mr. Ali Mahdi also said his 
own fighters would observe a 
unilateral ceasefire, unless 
they were attacked Mr. Kan- 
yare said Aideed’s forces 
never started shooting and 
were always attacked so the 
north Mogadishu leader’s 
promise meant nothing. 

Mogadishu has been unusu- 
ally quiet since Aideed’s 
death on Thursday, with sup- 
porters in his southern fief- 
dom mourning their hero 
while enemies struggle to 
mask their glee at his death. 

Mr. Kanyare said any 
Somali could apply to be 
elected president but he 
believed no candidates had 
yet put their names forward 
He said Aideed ’s death would 
not change the government 
thrust. 

“We will never, never, 
never stop continuing to 
implement government poli- 
cies to return to the rule of law 
and respect for human rights," 
the Murusade sub-clan militia 
chief said 

Asked how he could say 
such policies had helped 
Somalia after civil war since 
1991 and hundreds of thou- 
sands of dead Mr. Kanyare 
said: “ft is better than for us to 
be colonised. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Opposition vows heated battle over proposed hike in bread prices 

Prime minister says government ready to face confidence vote during extraordinary Parliament session 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Opposition 
members of Parliament 
have strongly rejected the 
government’s plan to 
increase the price of bread 
and threatened to call for a 
vote of no-confidence in 
the government if it went 
ahead with its plan. 

The opposition's stand 
was reasserted by several 
Parliament members on the 
eve of Sunday’s Parliament 
meeting, which is to con- 
vene upon the request of 41 
deputies to debate the gov- 
ernment’s decision. 

Government sources, 
however, stressed that the 
plan, which, officials say, 
was taken to help the coun- 
try become self-reliant, will 
inevitably be earned out 
despite the protests. 


Bassam Emoush, member 
of the Islamic Action Front 
(lAF) party in Parliament, 
told the Jordan Times: “We 
will refute the govern- 
ment’s claims that there is 
no alternative to meeting 
the deficit in the fiscal bud- 
get except through increas- 
ing prices/’ 

“Sunday s session will 
enable the public to discov- 
er the true stands of the 
deputies in terms of sup- 
porting or rejecting the 
orovemment’s plan.” said 
Dr. Emoush. He asserted 
that deputies who refrain 
from speaking during the 
session means they 
“implicitly approve of the 
government’s plan" and 
that their silence “will be 
an attempt to escape from 
the problem.” 

“If the government fails 
to respond to the demands 


of Parliament and the Jor- 
danian public and goes 
ahead with its plan, we will 
seek a vote of no-confi- 
dence in the government,” 
added Dr. Emoush. 

Under the Constitution, 
Parliament cannot move a 
motion of no- confidence in 
the government during an 
extraordinary session 
because only topics on the 
agenda in the Royal decree 
summoning Parliament for 
the session can be debated. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti has repeat- 
edly stressed that the plan 
to raise the price of bread 
was a national decision and 
that no Jordanian citizen 
will be affected by the 
floating of the price. He 
has also emphasised that 
the government was not 
removing the subsidy on 
bread but substituting one 


method with another. 

The prime minister had 
said that the re channelling 
of the bread subsidy will 
secure an additional income 
to the people once 
international wheat prices 
go down because the com- 
pensation to be paid to off- 
set the increase will be 
maintained and in case the 
prices went up again the 
government will introduce 
further increases in the 
compensation. 

“I am exercising my pow- 
ers as prime minister under 
the Constitution and the 
Parliament has the right to 
exercise its rights by voting 
confidence in the govern- 
ment if the deputies are not 
convinced by the govern- 
ment's views,” according to 
Mr. Kabariti. 

“The government is even 
ready to seek a Royal 


decree adding to the agen- 
da of the extraordinary ses- 
sion the right for deputies 
to cast a vote of confidence 
in the government,” he 
said. 

“Should the government 
continue to provide the sub- 
sidy on bread in its present 
form, the country will even- 
tually resort to more bor- 
rowing which would even- 
tually lead to very serious 
consequences,” warned the 
prime minister. 

While the opposition con- 
tinues to oppose the gov- 
ernment's decision, it has to 
date failed to submit a prac- 
tical alternative to the plan. 

The government had said 
that it would pay JD 15 to 
each citizen annually to off- 
set the difference in the 
price of bread, but would 
not be responsible for com- 
pensating an estimated 


400,000 guest workers and 
an estimated 1.2 million 
tourists annually visiting 
Jordan (1996 figures). 

Informed government 
sources told the Jordan 
Times that Mr. Kabariti will 
be open and frank in his 
address to Parliament Sun- 
day, explaining the reasons 
behind the government’s 
plan. The prime minister’s 
address will be very impor- 
tant because it will shed 
light on the dangers inher- 
ent in maintaining the pre- 
sent form of bread subsidy, 
they said. 

Centrist deputies said that 
the decision to increase 
bread prices is a serious one 
because it affects all public 
sectors. 

“We are convinced by the 
government's justification 
for the move but we can 
only voice our objection to 


the plan otherwise we will 
lose our popularity," added 
these deputies. 

Asked about their stand in 
the event the opposition 
deputies moved a no- confi- 
dence motion in the gov- 
ernment the deputies said: 
“We will cross the bridge 
when we reach it The price 
is one thing and a confi- 
dence vote is something 
else.” 

Representatives of the 
bedouin tribes in the central 
parts of Jordan protested 
the government’s decision 
of last Thursday to increase 
the prices of animal feed 
saying that it will affect 
practically every citizen 
depending on livestock. 

Saleh *A1 Fayez, a 
spokesman for the delega- 
tion which met with Parlia- 
ment Speaker Sa'd Hayel 
Srour told the Jordan 


Times: "If the government 
goes ahead with its decision 
on the animal feed, the 
result will be a popular out- 
burst." 

“We will resort to all 
democratic methods and 
even confrontations if need 
be," he added 

He said that the govern- 
ment should hold the "cor- 
rupt” to account for their 
actions which led to Jordan 
falling in heavy debts rather 
than tamper with the 
people's basic food, 

Mr. Fayez said that the 
people of the badia region 
suffer from poverty, hunger 
and unemployment and 
any increase in prices will 
lead to further complica- 
tions in their life resulting 
eventually in an open out- 
burst 
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Uncertain but 
hopeful, Somalia 
enters new era 


NAIROBI (R) — The death 
of General Mohammad Fzrsh 
Akteed, scourge of US. and 
U.N. peacekeepers, might 
help peace develop in devas- 
tated Somalia for the first 
time since 1991. 

His death was announced 
on Friday, more than a week 
after be was hit by ballets on 
the front line in south 
Mogadishu in the clan fight- 
ing that his ruthless quest for 
power had largely engen- 
dered. 

Somali analysts and diplo- 
mats following the anarchic 
affairs of the Ham of Africa 
country said that with Aideed 
off the stage his supporters 
and enemies could start seri- 
ous negotiations. 

“Hopefully there will now 
be a push for an accommoda- 
tion between all the guys,” 
one aid agency official said. 

“For organisations such as 
the United Nations and Euro- 
pean Union, his death cer- 
tainly means the disap- 
pearance of the major bogey- 
man,” said another senior aid 
worker. 

An anti- Aideed Somali 
intellectual in exile said the 
dead warlord's faction would 
not fall apart but was isolated. 

“Most Somalis think be 
was the main obstacle to 
peace. A lot of people died 
because of him and lost 
everything because of him," 
he said. 

But Aideed's faction, the 
United Somali Congress- 
SomaU National Alliance 
(USC-SNA), is still very 
much alive. It appointed 
committees with 30 members 
to take charge on both the 
military and political fronts. 
Aideed's mili tiamen were 
ordered to remain in their 
positions until further orders. 

The 59-year-old general 
was revered by his partisans 
fey. ^ousting fete , . dictator 
Mohammad Baric in 
19?£l992 and * ‘ 
thje ^imperialist” American 
and UN. troops who tried 
and Med to whip Somalia 
into line in 1993 and 1994. 

Aideed spokesmen adopted 
their dead leader’s rhetoric. 


accusing “foreign forces” of 
plotting his death. 

His faction is still militarily 
the strongest angle force 
among Somalia’s myriad 
militias. 

But his fighters aboard their 
“technical” battiewagons 
have been on the defensive' 
since early April, slowly los- 
ing ground to (he imposing 
coalition ranged against 
them. 

Aideed’s kinsman and for- 
mer financier, Osman Hassan 
Ali Atto, and his arch-enemy, 
AH Mahdi Mohammad, have 
forged a military alliance 
with lesser faction leaders 
this year. 

They seized parts of 
Aideed's south Mogadishu 
stronghold, captured his air- 
pot and chipped away his 
control Of the few areas out- 
side the capital he took over 
after declaring himself presi- 
dent last year. 

If-tfae and- Aideed coalition 
survives his death, avoiding 
the classic S omali fate of col- 
lapsing once the common 
enemy has disappeared, 
diplomats say a genuine cen- 
tral power structure could 

emerge. 

“Atto and Ali Mahdi are 
unlikely to react publicly 
□ntD after his funeral” on Fri- 
day afternoon, a Western 

diplomat sairi- 

“But his death can be a sig- 
nal for peace, according to his 
opponents,” he said in the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi, 
where foreign Somalia- 
watchers retreated after the 
last UN. peacekeeping 
troops withdrew in March 
1995. 

“It could go either way but 
for sure the balance of forces 
will have dramatically shift- 
ed. In the best-case scenario it 
would mean a lot for aid 
agencies trying to help Soma- 
lis,” an aid worker sakt 

Aideed regarded most for- ' 
eign relief agencies with deep' 
suspicion and threatened 
them regularly. He believed 
they were in league with 
Western interests opposed to 
him. 


Prince Mohammad becomes royal 
patron of British Staunton Society 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the personal 
representative of His 
Majesty King Hussein, has 
accepted an insignia pre- 
sented on behalf of the 
British Staunton Society to 
commemorate his accep- 
tance of the position of 
royal patron of the society. 

Prince Mohammad 
expressed Ms appreciation 
1 at accepting the patronage 
saying that this was an 
expression of the strong 
relationship that binds both 
Jordan and the United King- 
dom, the Jordan Informa- 
tion Bureau (JIB) in London 
said in a statement 

Barry Martin, the hon- 
ourable secretary of the 
society, said that Staunton 
sought Hashemite patron- 
age to augment the cultural 

flttarhmp.nt, thro ug h cheSS, 

between the two countries 
and in recognition of Arab 
and Muslim contribution to 
chess, especially for their 
effort to introduce it to 
Europe via the Iberian 
peninsula, the JIB statement 



HRH Prince Mohammad, 
receives the insignia of the 

said. 

The insignia, presented to 
Prince Mohammad on Dec. 
31, incorporates Jordan’s 
coat of arms, the Staunton’s 
Society symbols and Simp- 
son-in-tfac Strand coat of 
arms, the home of British 


the personal representative of His Majesty King Hussein, 
British Staunton Society (Petra photo) 


chess. It was designed by 
Robert Parsons, of the City 
of London School of Her- 
aldry and was signed by 
various officials of the soci- 
ety. 

The presentation was held 
at the Jordanian embassy in 


London and was attended 
by Jordanian Ambassador 
to Britain Fouad Ayoub. 
The presentation was made 
by Staunton Chairman Ray- 
mond Keene, Grand Master, 
OBE, Treasurer Brian Cli- 
vaz and Mr. Martin. 


IAF team discusses 
Jerusalem with 
Turkish Islamists 


AMMAN (J.T.) - A 10- 
member delegation from the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
party led by the party's secre- 
tary’ general, Ishaq A1 
Fartian, last week paid a visit 
to Turkey at the invitation of 
Dr. Khalil Oran, mayor of 
the town of Qunya, who had 
visited Jordan a few months 
ago as die party's guesL 

According to Dr. Faihan, 
the delegation “examined 
the Turkish Welfare party's 
achievements and the suc- 
cess of party members in 
assuming leading positions 
in the municipabties of . 
Turkey’s towns as well as 
the current situation” follow- 
ing the formation of tiie new 
Turkish government led by . 
Islamist prafesserNecmettin 
Er bakan. 

Doting the visit, the IAF 


party delegation met Welfare 
Party ministers in the present 
government and presented 
them with a replica of the 
Dome of the Rock in 
Jerusalem in a gesture 
“designed to draw the Islam- 
ic Nation's attention to the 
Judaisation process under- 
taken by Israel in Jerusalem 
and the Islamic shrines 
there,” according to Dr. 
Farhan. He said that the Wel- 
fare Party in Turkey had 
adopted a plan for “liberating 
the country’s economy from 
Western hegemony.” - 
The ■ delegation' included 
| Mohammad r (^di<ia; ! 

‘Mohammad’ Al Hig,. Abdul ■ 
Aziz Jaber, Hammam Saeed, 
Yaser Omari, Mamdouh 
Muheisen, Khaled Haban- 
n^lceh, Mustafa Al J aafari 
and Bassam Emoush. 


Iraqi defector says he’s been granted asylum in U.S. 


ATLANTA (AP) — Iraqi 
weigh tlifter Raed Ahmad, 
who fled from his team- 
mates at the Olympics and 
denounced bis country’s 
government, said Friday he 
has been granted political 
asylum in the United States. 

The U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service 
(INS) refused to confirm or 
deny the claim. 

A document with an INS 
letterhead, sent by fax to the 
Associated Press, said that 
Ahmad’s request, for politi- 
cal : asylum had been 
approved. The document 


was given to the AP by an 
Atlanta spokesman for the 
London-based Iraqi Nation- 
al Congress, an organisation 
opposed to Saddam Hus- 
sein’s regime. 

"It has been determined 
you have established a well- 
founded fear of persecution 
were you return to your 
country,” said the letter, 
which bore the signature of 
Joseph P. Martin, director of 
the INS asylum office in 
Arlington, Virginia. 

The letter granted Ahmad 
asylum indefinitely and said 
the athlete could apply to be 


a permanent resident in one 
year 

Ahmad. 29, said Thursday 
he surely would be executed 
if he returned to Iraq. He 
met with the INS, then ner- 
vously waited for the deci- 
sion, Ahmad said Friday. 

"I was very sensitive, like 
a person waiting for exam 
results,” he said through an 
interpreter. "But I was very 
optimistic- I know the 
American people will accept 
me.” 

■ Ahmad, who earlier 
expressed fear of reprisals 
against family members 


remaining in Iraq, said he 
has heard nothing about the 
government’s reaction to his 
defection. 

He also said he did not 
know his wife’s status. 

The Iraqi National Con- 
gress repeatedly arranged 
for her to be moved earlier 
this week from their home 
in Basra to a safe haven in 
northern Iraq’s Kurdish 
region, where Iraqi fences 
are barred by international 
sanctions. 

*T would like to bear from 
her. It would, make.me very 
happy,” he said Friday. 


Hebron observers left 
to drive in circles 


HEBRON (AP) — Armed 
only with tape recorders, 
cameras and Might blue 
arm bands, 22 Norwegian 
observers came to this 
riven city four months ago 
to usher in a new era of 
peace. 

Since then, they have 
done little more than drive 
in circles, white flags flut- 
tering from their opel 
swing mini-compacts. 

On Thursday, for 
instance, two observers lis- 
tened intently as a Palestin- 
ian man told them an 
Israeli soldier bad broken 
his car window and cursed 
him; ' ■ ■; . . 

! ' nothing, ~ 

unfortunately, ' ' one ‘ 
observer said, inspecting 
the smashed window. 
‘Nothing other than to 
make a report, and wish 
you good luck.” 

The observers were full 
of optimism when they 
arrived to oversee the with- 
drawal of Israeli troops and 
deployment of Palestinian 
police in most areas of 
Hebron, the last West Bank 
city under Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

“We thought it would be 
a new push for the peace 
process ... that life in 
Hebron would be a bit 
more normal,” said Terje 
Fjermestad, deputy head of 
the observer mission. 

But after Israel’s May 29 
elections and the advent of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s hardline gov- 
ernment, plans.- for .the >> 
Hebron pullout are on- 


hold. The observers sit and 
wait, frustrated by their 
marginal impact on allevi- 
ating hostilities hardened 
by generations of hate. 

Under the latest Israel- 
Palestme Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agree- 
ment, Israel was supposed 
to have pulled its troops 
out of most of Hebron, a 
city of 120,000 Palestini- 
ans and 450 Jewish set- 
tlers, by the eod of March. 

But after four deadly sui- 
cide bombings in February 
and March, 

he previous government 
of Shimon Peres postponed 
the withdrawal until" after 
the elections, - whieb -he 
lost His successor, Mr. 
Netanyahu, has not com- 
mitted Himself to the pull- 
out 

On Friday, Norway told 
Israel and the Palestinians 
that the observers would 
leave by September if the 
troops are not redeployed 
soon. 

The Norwegians have 
been to Hebron before. In 
1994, they came as 
observers following the 
massacre of at least 30 
Muslim worshippers by 
Jewish settler Baruch 
Goldstein at the Ibrahimi 
Mosque. 

This time, they were sup- 
posed to be the advance 
team for an international 
group of 160 observers 
who were to patrol the bor- 
der,. between Palestinians 
and Israelis. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Kaaba to be renovated 

KAABA (AP) — The Kaaba, Islam’s holiest shrine in 
Saudi Arabia, will undergo renovation for the first time in 
40 years, the Saudi Gazette has reported The English-lan- 
guage newspaper said Friday a wooden fence has been 
erected around the stone structure at the Grand Mosque in 
Mecca for maintenance work ordered by King Fahd. It 
said foe renovation of foe Kaaba .will take two months, but 
gave no say how much it will cost-The renovation will he 
carried out by foe Saudi Ben Laden group, wbicb has in the 
past five years implemented numerous projects for re fur- 
bishing and expanding facilities used by pilgrims in 
Mecca, the birthplace of the Prophet Mo hamm ad — and 
foe faith’s holiest city. The Kaaba, a square stone structure 
believed to have built by Prophet Abraham, is revexed in 
Islam as the house of God The world’s one billion Mus- 
lims turn towards the . Kaaba in :five daily prayers. The 
Kaaba has a ma gnifi cent door with works of gold weigh- 
ing 270 kilogrammes. It was last renovated in 1956 during 
the rale of King Sand Every year, two million Muslims 
converge on Mecca for foe annual Hajj pilgrimage. Other 
pilgrims visit all year round for off-season pilgrimage. 

Malaria kills 30 in Yemen 

SANAA (R) —Malaria and other diseases have killed 30 
people in Yemen in the past two months following the 
worst floods to hit the impovexished Arab state in three 
decades, an official has been quoted as saying. “Thirty 
people have died in the goveraorate of Marib as a result of 
epidemics during the past two months,” Hussein Al Hazeb, 
a member of an official high relief committee, told Al 
Tbawra newspaper. He said malaria that struck after floods 
was foe main cause of the deaths, in the eastern province. 
Mr. Hazeb warned that half of Marib governorate’s popu- 
lation of nearly 168,000 people was now suffering from 
malaria “The medical centres and hospitals in the area are 
limited and the medical supplies needed to combat malar- 
ia are limited,'’ he added. 

Hariri urges EU-Lebanon cooperation 

DUBLIN (AFP) — Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
called Friday for greater cooperation between Europe and 
Lebanon on the second day of a two-day visit to Dublin, 
hi< Irish counterpart John Bruton said. During talks with 
Mr. Bruton, whose country holds the six-month rotating 
presidency of the European Union, Mr. Hariri stressed “the 
potential for economic cooperation” between Europe and 
Lebanon, Mr. Bruton said. At a joint press conference, Mr. 
Bruton said it was important for Irish and European com- 
panies “to be aware of the substantial economic potential 
of Lebanon,” adding that Mr. Hariri’s visit had made it 
.possible to highlight the potential for cooperation. Mr. 
Bruton also discussed foe Middle East peace process with 
Mr. Hariri, who held other meetings in Dublin with Irish 
Foreign Minister Dick Spring on Thursday, and with 
Tourism and Trade Minister Enda Kenny and European 
Minister Gay Mitchell on Friday morning. 

Remains of Denktash’s mother to be moved 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
has won permission to have the remains of his mother 
exhumed from a grave in the western town of Paphos and 
transferred to the northern part of Cyprus. United Nations 
representative Gustav Feysel told AFP he bad-“obtaioed- 
the agreement of Cypriot President Glafeos derides sev- 
eral days ago” to Mr. Denktash’s request. Cyprus has been 
divided since 1974 when Ibddsb troops invaded the north- 
ern third of the island in response to a coup in Nicosia 
inspired by the junta ruling Greece at die time. The Turk- 
ish Cypriots set up the breakaway Turkish republic of 
northern Cyprus in 1983, but it is only recognised by 
Ankara. Mr. Denktash, president of the Turkish Cypriot 
administration, was born in Paphos in 1924 and his moth- 
er Ermne died there 18 years later 

Smuggler nailed with elephant tusk 

ATHENS (AFP) — Greek police arrested an antiques 
smuggler who was preparing to sell overseas an elephant 
tusk more than a million years old. authorities said Friday. 
Anastassios Alexopoulos, 49, was arrested Thursday in 
Athens after several days of surveillance by police acting 
on a tip that he was planning to sell a number of antiqui- 
ties abroad. Police searched his family home in the Pelo- 
ponnesus region of southern Greece and found a two- 
metre tusk, teeth and bones from an 80-tonne ele phant 
Paleontologists said foe remains were between a million 
and two million years old. Mr. Alexopoulos said he found 
them in a river bed. Police also found cases of Greek antiq- 
uitie$ r ranging from cups to idols,.. as well as priceless 
Byzantine pieces 'flafingfrbm 1700‘B.C to 1000 AD. 
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JQBBA MIE LEHSm 

Tel 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

13:03 Cartoon — The Mask 

13:25 BoelsLucy 

13:55 Olympic Games 

19HJ0 Le Journal 

19:10 Olympic Games 

22HM — .News in English 

22:15 .Olympic Games 




PRAYE R 


££ 


04:20... _. 

, - .....Fair 

05:47 . 


12:42 


1^22 

‘Asr 

I9l36_ 


21:03. . 

.‘Isha 


CHUR CHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweffiefcTeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
632785. 

Sl Joseph Church TfeL 624590 
Church of foe Aununication 
TeL 63744a 

De la Salle Church TeL 662757. 
Tara Sands Qiudt TfcL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian CathoGc Church TeL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
TfeL 652526 


Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TfeL 824328. 

Gennan-speakiag Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Moderate summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with tempera- 
tures slightly below average and 
winds northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active and 
seas calm. 

MmJMax. temp. 


-787111 


AMMAN: 

Dc Hanna Maosouc 798863 

Dc Nidal Dahleh 827195 


DtAfifShufcri 898863 

Dc Sa’edTawfiq 788285 

Rras pharmacy 661912 

Fertiows pharmacy 778336 

Al Aserna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 


Amman 

Aqaba 

___ *W31 
26/38 

Desert*. 

18/V5 

Jordan Valley_ — 

.24/38 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Amman 33. Aqaba 40. Humidity 
readings: Amman 38 per cent. Blood Bank 
Aqaba 33percenL 


ShmeiSani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dt Ghazi Ta'amneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy — .. .(— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr Yousef Hanallah. 988075 

Khalifeb pharmacy .985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Qvi Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency.-.— 199 

Resag Rifra 192,621111637777 

fire Brigade 617101 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


Highway Police. 
Traffic Police. 


-775121 

.843402 

.896390 


Public Security Dept— 630321 

Hotel Complaints. 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Wxr & SewerapGofflffttoB -89W67 
Amman Municipality Complaints 


Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central- Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs. 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information -08-53200 
Queen Alia fed. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein MaScal Centre —81381302 

Khafidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 64244172 

Jabal Amman Maternity -642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shroeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University 

845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 
The Islamic, Abdali _ 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen —777 10173 

Al-Bashk .775111726 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...60224CY50 

Amal Hospital - - — 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Goyl Hospital 


(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL— 109)986732 
Al Hflcma Modem Hospital 


IRBID: 

Princess 

(09)990990 

Basma Hospital 
<02)27 SS*5 *5 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
.(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

003)314111 

Haya Hospital 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


10:10 Dubai. Abu Dubai (RJ) 

l(k20. Beirut (RJ) 

l(k50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:35 (Rome) (add)(RJ) 

16:05 New York (RJ) 

16^5._Amstendam. Brussels (RJ) 

18:00 Paris (RJ) 

18:25 ...Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:15 Madrid (RJ) 

19:15 —Athens (RJ) 

19:25 Jsianbul 

(RJ) 

20-.30 .Tunis 

(RJ) 

21 JO — .Frankfurt, Geneva (RJ) 

21:45 ... Vienna (RJ) 

01:10 Cairo (RJ) 


Hospital 

— 667227/9 
-666126/37 
-.664164/6 


QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordamm. (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200-5 , . where it should 
always be verged. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:00 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

09:30 — Jeddah (RJ) 

09:55 Lamaca (RJ) 

HfcO 5 Riyadh (RJ) 


Other Fights 


0630 

12:30. 


-Tel Aviv (LY) 
-Doha (Q7) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


0<fc35 Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 Rome (add) (RJ) 

08:00 .Madrid (RJ) 

0930 Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:30 Aqaba. Vienna (RJ) 

12:00 _T \mis 

(RJ) 

12:15 Rome (RJ) 

12:15 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

12:30 Ams»tlatahfewYjk(R^ 

13-JO Athens (RJ) 

13-.25. London (RJ) 

21:10 .Cairo (RJ) 

21:45 ..-Damascus (RJ) 

21:50 New Delhi (RJ) 

2*00 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:20 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22:45 — Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22:50 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:45 -.-Sanaa (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights "• 
10ri)0 Amman (arriving at Marta 
Airport from QAIA) (RW) 

2030 Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TR^fN 


Dep Anmn _ -&00 am ncty Maoday 
As Damascus — 5JBpjn.evay Maoday 

Ifcp. Damascus 7:30 am every Soothy 

Are Ainuac 5:00 pan. every Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 


13:40 Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 -Moscow (5U) 

1&3G Dubai (EK) 

2035 .Cairo (MS) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:15 London, Beirut (BA) 

23:20 Istanbul (IK) 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

01:20 .^Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 
02 JO Belgrade (GU) 

Royal Winj£ (RW) Flights 
09^0 Aqaba (RW) 

19J45 : .Tfcl Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 


Other Flights 


06:40 

07:25. 


-London (KJ) 


.Tel Aviv (LY) 

09:15 London 

(BA) 

12:00 Sanaa (TY) 

14:30 Doha (GF) 

16:05 Moscow (SU) 

21:25 .Cairo (MS) 

02:30 — Amsterdam (KL) 

03:30 Belgrade (GU) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:00 Istanbul(TK) 

07:45 — ^BeiruL London (BA) 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

AddIc— 

700/400 


Banana (mukhammar) .520/520 
Banana (imported) 800/600 

Cabbage. 40ftA0(l 

Carrot im/on 

Cauliflower™ . 

.2507160 

Cucumber (large) — 
Cucumber (small) ... 
Eggplam__._ 

Garlic 

— 220/140 
— 350/220 
— 200/120 
auvsm 

Graces _ sranstn 

Lemon _ 

*70/4110 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Mulukhiah . _ 

— 250/150 
— 400/250 
llpffll 

Onion (dry) 1 „ 

Okra 

35080 

. 750/450 

Pea. 

£001400 



750/500 

Peach ..... 

701/300 

Pe PP er (Lot) 320/200 

Pepper (sweet) 320/200 

Potato — 330/220 

String Bean... 

— 689/400 
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Queen Noor declares 
15th Jerash festival over 


AJVIMAN (J.T.) — Joining 
thousands of music lovers 
at the South Theatre. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Satur- 
day attended the sold-out 
pertormance of the popular 
Lebanese singer Najwa 
Karam before formally 
closing the 15th Jerash Fes- 
tival for Culture and Arts 
by extinguishing the torch 
at the forum. 

The highlights of this 
summer's festival were var- 
ied and plentiful, ranging 
from Sabah Fakhri’s capti- 
vating performance and 
Rubhi Rabah's rousing 
show, to Majda Rumi 
whose commemorative 
song of the Qana massacre 
brought tears to both her 
and her audience’s eyes. 
The French Children’s 
Choir lived up to their rep- 
utation as “singing angels" 
in both their performances 
at Jerash and at the Inter- 


continental Horel, while 
the Philadelphia Youth 
Orchestra, the National 
Music Conservatory and 
the Jordanian Armed 
Forces Band were only- 
allowed off the stage after 
performing five encores. 

Strong women were a 
popular theme this summer 
with the Lebanese dancing 
group Caracalla’s spell- 
binding show of the near- 
mythical figure of Queen 
Elissa, the founder of the 
city of Carthage, with the 
Jordanian artists' associa- 
tion's adaptation of 
"Medea,” and with Sharif 
Khazandar's “Julia 

Dumnm” play, which was a 
one woman show about the 
life of the Syrian wife of 
Emperor Septimus Severn s 
of Rome. An interesting 
and little known facr is that 
Abdul Halim Caracalla, the 
founder of the Lebanese 


dance troupe, derives his 
ancestry from Empress 
Julia Dutnna’s eldest son, 
who was popularly known 
as Emperor Caracalla. 

The Gulf and North 
African countries made an 
impact at Jerash with their 
beautiful handicrafts and 
arts exhibitions at the 
colonnade street and the 
Zeus’ vault respectively, 
while the Darat Al-Funun 
poetry evenings, during 
which more than 50 poets 
from 11 Arab countries read 
from their works, was a 
popular intellectual retreat. 

HRH Princess Wijdan Ali 
accompanied Queen Noor 
to the closing ceremony, 
which was also attended by 
Senator Leila Sbaraf, the 
governor and mayor of 
Jerash and members of the 
Festival’s Higher National 
Committee. 


Ministry adopts new steps 
to limi t flow of guest workers 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
number of foreign residents 
have this vear increased 
from 250,000 in 1995 to 
approximately 300.000 of 
whom nearly 30,000 are 
unemployed but continue to 
reside in the country. Min- 
ister of Labour Abdul 
Hafez Shakhanbeh said 
Saturday. 

“Jordan has always 
opened its doors to Arab 
citizens from different Arab 
countries, but lately the 
ministry has found that 
guest workers have notice- 
ably increased in numbers, 
adversely affecting the Jor- 
danian labour market and 
aggravating the unemploy- 
ment situation in Jordan." 
said Dr. Shakhanbeh at a 
press conference during 
which he announced new 
steps to limit the presence 
of guest workers. 

TTie minister revealed 
part of what he called a 
new integrated plan to bet- 
ter control the local labour 
market. He said the plan 
was endorsed last week by 
the Council of Ministers 
upon the recommendation 

of a ministerial committee 


that drew' up its various 
provisions. 

Under the plan, the Min- 
istry 1 of Interior has been 
requested to circulate strict 
instructions to border 
police stations. Before 
stamping passports of for- 
eigners entering the coun- 
try, border officers are now 
required to check for spe- 
cific details concerning the 
worker’s employers, the 
place of residence and the 
date and number of the 
approval letter from the 
Ministry' of Labour. Visit- 
ing non-Jordanians will 
have their passports 
stamped upon entry with a 
phrase refusing them any 
work opportunity. 

Visitors will have to 
inform border officers of 
their residence address dur- 
ing their stay. This srep is 
to ensure that visitors do 
not stay beyond the 
approved period and 
offenders will be dispelled 
from the country and not 
allowed reentry. 

The plan requires thar 
police stations and gover- 
nors enforce a 1973 law 
demanding landlords, 


hotels, companies and any 
other institution to report to 
local police the employ- 
ment or residence of any 
visitor from another coun- 
try within 48 hours. 

The plan also reaffirms 
the need for Implementing 
a 1996 law prohibiting 
guest workers from 
employment in certain 
trades and provides for 
intensive inspection cam- 
paigns to ensure that 
employers comply with the 
law. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh said that 
the committee has request- 
ed the Ministry of Munici- 
pal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment to circu- 
late specific instructions to 
various municipalities to 
strictly observe the law and 
apply it to the street ven- 
dors in their respective 
areas. The committee also 
urged the Ministry of Agri- 
culture to refrain from issu- 
ing permits to guest work- 
ers for employment in 
farming unless the sponsors 
prove to be Jordanian farm- 
ers and in need of the guest 
workers. 


NAF to investigate false claims for aid 


■A'* 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
National Aid Fund (NAF) 
has stopped providing 
assistance to a number ot 
Jordanians after finding out 
that these people do not 
qualify for its aid and have 
been receiving it on the 
basis of false documents. 
Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Hammad Abu Jamous 
said Saturday. 

Mr. Abu Jamous said one 
of these people was found 
to be in possession ot vast 
land estates estimated at 
116 dunums in different 
parts of the country and 
valued at nearly JD 1 mil- 
lion in addition to JD 
100,000 deposited in a bank 
account. The monthly 
financial aid given by the 
fund to that recipient was 


JD 32. 

The minister gave no 
details of other similar 
cases which he said existed 
and did not specify their 
number. 

“The strange thing about 
these cases is the fact that 
the beneficiaries had sub- 
mitted documents endorsed 
by the mukhtar (village 
headmen; in their areas 
testifying that they have no 
source of living and 
deserve the NAF’s financial 
assistance,” said the minis- 

^The NAF. established in 
the mid 1980s to provide 
assistance to needy fami- 
lies, offere monthly finan- 
cial aid of up to JD 60 a 
month or interest free loans 
to help the head of the 


needy family to start an 
income generating busi- 
ness. The NAF also offers 
aid to victims of natural 
disasters like earthquakes 
and fires. 

The minister said a spe- 
cial investigation commit- 
tee has been formed imme- 
diately to look into these 
cases ' and to study the pro- 
cedures that led to their 
receiving NAF’s aid in an 
illegal manner. 

The minister said that 
ministry inspectors carry 
out periodical reexamina- 
tion of the list of beneficia- 
ries to ensure that recipients 
qualify for the aid. 

About 22,000 families 
receive assistance from 
NAF. 


JCPS urges 

anti-trust 

laws 


AMMAN (J.T.J — The Jor- 
dan Consumers Protection 
Society (JCPS) Saturday 
urged the government to 
draft anti-trust laws to pro- 
tect citizens from mer- 
chants whom it accused of 
hoarding certain goods in 
order to make more profits 
when prices rise. 

In a statement issued 
Wednesday, the society also 
said that a hike in the prices 
of basic commodities will 
inevitably follow the float- 
ing of bread prices. 

The government is 
expected to announce the 
lifting of bread subsidies 
after the Lower House of 
Parliament debates the 
issue in a special session 
today, Sunday. The price of 
milk rose by about 30 per 
cent Thursday immediately 
after the government lifted 
subsidies on animal feed. 

The government, howev- 
er, will provide citizens 
with a monthly cash hand- 
out which it says will com- 
pensate Jordanians for the 
200 per cent increase in 
bread prices. 

JCPS President Moham- 
mad Obeidat urged the gov- 
ernment to ensure the effi- 
ciency of the mechanism it 
will employ in providing 
the compensation to offset 
the increase in the prices. 

The society said that the 
prices of some commodities 
have already increased and 
warned that other goods 
have disappeared from the 
market because merchants 
were hoarding them. 

Dr. Obeidat urged the 
government to fix the prices 
of commodities whose 
prices have been floated 
earlier to protect the public 
from merchants trying to 
profit from the present situ- 
ation. 

Dr. Obeidat said the gov- 
ernment is responsible for 
stopping such. malpractices. 
But. "the consumers, the 
society statement said, ’ can 
also influence prices by 
either reducing consump- 
tion of certain commodities 
or boycotting others whose 
prices merchants raise for 
no convincing reasons. 


Prince Hassan chairs HOST 
meeting on industrial policy 


AMMAN fPetra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Saturday 
choired a meeting of the 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology (HCST) 
which discussed the indus- 
trial policy and its role in 
stimulating investment in 
the Kingdom as well as 
linking industry to voca- 
tional training pro- 
grammes. 

Prince Hassan, who 
passed several directives 
on these issues, also dis- 
cussed preparations for a 
fourth Jordanian scientific 
week which will be held 
later this month to examine 
the country’s development 
plans and the utilisation of 
land and human resources. 

Industrial policy was the 
theme of a seminar organ- 
ised by the HCST last 
month within the frame- 
work of the Japan Week. 

The HCST discussed the 
recommendations of the 
seminar concerning the 
industrial policy in the 
presence of Cabinet minis- 
ter and referred them to 
the Ministry of Industry 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan Saturday chairs a meeting of the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology (HCST) (Petra photo) 


and Trade . 

The HCST announced 
earlier that it will organise 
the Jordanian Scientific 
Week on Julv 27 to review 


draft projects dealing with 
land and human resources 
and the country's needs of 
qualified human resources. 

The Week will open at 


the Jun University of 
1 w and Technology in 
Irbiu and will later move to 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
in Amman. 


Two tabloid editors to stand trial 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — T\vo weekly tabloid editors will stand trial 
at the Court of First Instance in the next few weeks on 
charges of slander and lack of accuracy in reporting 
news, a judicial source said Saturday. 

Jalal Khawaldeh, editor of die weekly Akhbar A1 
Noujoum, will appear in court on charges of slandering 
Lebanese singer Najwa Anton in an article published 
May 11 under the title “A sex scandal of a Lebanese 
singer in Amman.” 

The front-page article, which was accompanied by a 
photograph, charged that the Lebanese singer, who 
worked at one of the hotels in Amman, had sexual rela- 
tions with important businessmen and well known peo- 
ple. The newspaper also talked about Ms^AntoiO per-' 
sonal life. 

According to the source, Ms. Anton filed a complaint 
to Amman Prosecutor General Jamal Zougby. claiming 
that the newspaper has tarnished her image and reputa" 
don. 

Also to appear in court in the next few weeks is Taw- 


fiq'Kiwan, editor of the weekly Akhbar A1 Asboua, on 
charges of false reporting and harming national securi- 
ty among others, the source said. 

According to the source, Akhbar Al Asboua published 
a news item entitled ’Two criminals rob a bank in 
Zarqa" on Nov. 30, 1 995 about an armed gang which 
allegedly attacked and robbed a bank in Zarqa. 

In its report, the newspaper claimed that two armed 
men entered a bank in Zarqa, threatened the clients and 
then police arrived and sprayed tear gas to control the 
situation. 

The accusation sheet prepared by Mr. Zougby charges 
that this news item is false and that the newspaper 
failed to mention the name of the bank. 

Charges pressed against Mr. Kiwan also include over- 
looking objectivity and honesty in reporting on news, 
publishing inaccurate news, and threatening the coun- 
try’s security. 

Mrs. Khawaldeh and Kiwan were the fourth and fifth 
editors of weekly newspapers to be ordered to stand 
trial at the Court of First Instance by Mr. Zougby in the 
past month. 


Garaudy insists Jewish propaganda falsified history 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — French revi- 
sionist Roger Garaudy, 
famous world-wide for his 
theories minimising the 
Holocaust, has said that 
Israel was built on the 
basis of radical interpreta- 
tion of the Bible as well as 
a deceptive understanding 
of contemporary history. 

Professor Garaudy, who 
concluded a three-day 
visit to Amman Saturday, 
cited as an example of the 
lews “erroneous interpre- 
tation of the Bible” the 
perception of Abraham 
“not as the father of all 
peoples, as he is perceived 
in Christianity and Islam, 
but as the father of the 
Jewish nation only.” 

The 83-year old writer, 
who was invited to Jordan 
by the Arabic daily AI 
Dusiour and the General 
Union for Arab Writers, 
presented his latest book, 
“The Founding Myths of 
Israeli Politics," during a 
lecture delivered late Fri- 
day at the Abdul Hamid 
Shoroan Foundation. 

“My book aims at find- 
ing out how Israel was 
able to carry on (with) its 
policies in complete disre- 
spect of international 
laws” Prof. Garaudy told 
an enthusiastic crowd of 
nearly 1,000. 

The French author, who 
converted from Cbristiani- 
to Islam in 1983, said 
udaisra has many similar- 
ities with “primitive tribal 
religions in which gods 
favour only one tribe to 
which they also promise a 
land.” 

Prof. Garaudy, author of 
over 20 publication on 
Islam and Islamic philoso- 
phy. condemned “the 
Zionist propaganda 
(which is) based on the 



French author Roger Garaudy smiles after autographing his book, “Attacking Zionist Thought,” to two women in 
Amman Saturday before concluding a three-day private visit to the country (Reuters photo) 


% 


exaggeration of the fig- 
ures related to the Holo- 
caust.” 

Citing scholars and 
researchers of different 
nationalities, including 
Israelis, Prof. Garaudy 
said that one million Jews 
were killed in Auschwitz, 
and not four million as ini- 
tially stated by the war 
crimes court of Nurem- 
berg. 

"We do not want to 
indulge in a macabre cal- 
culation, since the loss of 
one single life for racist or 
ethnic reasons is a crime 
against humanity,” he 
said. 

But the Nuremberg 
court he said, provides a 
clear case of manipulation 
of contemporary history 


by Zionist lobbies. 

“Not only was the court 
not an international impar- 
tial jury, but it was also 
transformed into a tool of 
revenge.” he said, adding 
that "according to the 
statute of the court the 
reports on war crimes for- 
warded by the Allies had 
to be accepted automati- 
cally and the court was 
defined by its president 
himself as “the last act of 
the war.” 

“There is a propaganda 
which has been capable of 
penetrating deep in West- 
ern societies thanks to the 
fact that the press and the 
media in general, in 
France as well as in the 
U.S., are almost complete- 
ly in the hands of the 


Zionists,” Prof. Garaudy 
told his audience on Fri- 
day. 

“This propaganda aims 
at making people believe 
that the Jews were the 
only. victims of Nazi hys- 
teria," he said. 

Condemning the U.S. 
for having “brought the 
world to the edge of col- 
lapse.” and pointing to 
drag abuse and teenage 
suicide as indicators of the 
Western world’s "deca- 
dence," Prof. Garaudy 
called for a total boycott 
of ail American products. 

Recalling Indian inde- 
pendence leader Mahatma 
Gandhi’s successful boy- 
cott of British textiles. 
Prof. Garaudy said that 
“such a boycott is going to 


require personal sacri- 
fices, but we have to 

remember that every time 
we open a Coca-Cola we 
befriend Western imperi- 
alism.” 

Prof. Garaudy. whose 
latest book was recently 
published in Arabic by AJ 
Dustour, has been a sena- 
tor and twice member of 
the French General 
Assembly. 

Active in Marxist- 
Leninist groups during his 
youth, author of over 50 
publications and founder 
of societies for dialogue 
between the Western and 
Eastern worlds. Prof. 
Garaudy’s views on Israel 
and Zionism have brought 
him both fame and criti- 
cism. 
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Foreign aid-workers 
kidnapped in Chechenya 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
Two foreign aid-workers 
have been kidnapped in 
Chechenya, raising new 
fears about security in the 
breakaway Caucasus re- 
gion. 

Igor Pogosov, press secre- 
tary of the Russian-backed 
Chechen Interior Ministry, 
said the two men. a Briton 
and a Frenchman, disap- 
peared on July 27 and a spe- 
cial task force had been set 
up to look for them. 

“We received a phone call 
yesterday from someone 
who said he saw armed men 
bundle the two foreigners 
into a car in Grozny/' Pogo- 
sov said, “nobody ^ has 
claimed responsibility." 

Tension is already high in 
Chechenya. which declared 
itself independent in 1992, 
amid rumours that rebel 
forces are poised to attack 
Grozny, its capital, and that 
rebel leader Dzhokhar Du- 
dayev will “return from the 
dead." 

Chechen leaders said in 
April that Dudayev was 
killed by a Russian rocket 
which homed in on his 
satellite telephone. 

Rumours that he was alive 
gained force when rebel 
Commander Salman Radu- 
yev, who bad also been re- 
ported dead, reappeared and 
told journalists Dudayev 
had survived but was badly 
wounded. Russian officials 
have dismissed the talk. 

The rebels accused Rus- 
sian troops Saturday of 
launching artillery raids in 


the south of the region and 
said 20 people had been 
killed and 30 wounded, In- 
terfax News Agency said. 

The agency, quoting Rus- 
sian military officials, also 
said 12 Border Guards were 
hurt when their armoured 
personnel carrier was 
attacked in Ingushetia, the 
region which borders 
Chechenya. 

The kidnappings were the 
latest in a series -in the 
region, where many human- 
itarian groups have tried to 
help civilians caught up in 
fighting between separatists 
and Russian troops. 

Western embassies have 
advised their nationals to 
stay clear of the region. 

Britain’s Foreign Office 
named one of the missing 
men as Michael Penrose, 
23, who was working for 
the aid group International 
Action Against Hunger. 

The French Foreign Mi- 
nistry said aid worker Fre- 
deric Malehdou had also 
been seized. 

“Our embassy in Moscow 
is following this affair very 
closely and it is in close liai- 
son with the Russian au- 
thorities whom we contact- 
ed immediately." a spokes- 
man said. 

Gunmen seized two work- 
ers from the medical charity 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(Doctors Without Borders! 
earlier this year but released 
them unh armed after two 
weeks. 

U.S. aid worker Fred Cu- 
ny went missing in April 


1995. His brother said later 
he thought Mr, Cuny and 
the three Russians he was 
travelling with had been 
executed on suspicion of 
spying. 

“We are saying they have 
been executed. We don’t 
know specifically who did 
it” Chris Cuny said in Au- 
gust 1995. 

Some foreign aid groups, 
echoing criticism from Rus- 
sian human rights activists, 
have complained about 
widespread abuse of human 
rights in the mountainous 
region. 

“Chechenya touches in 
the most brutal way the 
most number of people." 
Rachel Denber, Moscow 
director of the human rights 
watch Helsinki Group, said 
Friday. 

“We are talking about in- 
discriminate bombing and 
shelling of civilians, using 
the strategic advantage Rus- 
sia has in the air." 

The Chechenya conflict 
has been marked by claims 
and counter-claims since it 
began. Round upon round 
of peace talks have brought 
no solution, although Rus- 
sian news agencies said a 
delegation had arrived for 
new talks Saturday. 

“Our main aim is find out 
about the realisation of (pre- 
vious) agreements and take 
appropriate measures for 
their implementation," Rus- 
sian Nationalities Minister 
Vyacheslav Mikhailov told 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
in Grozny. 


Thousands flee island after Filipino 
Muslim guerrillas storm village 


ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (AFP) — 
Thousands of villagers fled their homes on 
an island off this southern Philippine port 
city after some 500 heavily aimed men in 
fatigues, claiming to be Muslim rebels, 
stormed their village, evacuees said 

•Saturday... , . 

About 2,000 residents of the predomi- 
nantly Christian village of Limaong, 95 
kilometres east of here, said the men began 
landing on the island’s shores Thursday 
aboard inflatable boats. 

Zamboanga City Councillor Jaime Cabato 
urged the military, to respond to the raid but 
military officials here were not available for 
comment. 

Mr. Cabato said if the raid was confirmed 
to be the act of one of the major Muslim 
insurgent groups, and was not sanctioned 
by the military, it would be a clear breach of 
ceasefire agreements with the government. 

The raiders told villagers they were estab- 
lishing a base on the island, said the evac- 
uees, who came to this port in their own 
boats. 

A Limaong fishpond owner, who refused 
to be identified, said the rebels warned 
civilians to leave the island, which they 
claimed as their ancestral homeland. 

He said men told residents: “We have to 
leave the place or something will happen to 
us. 

“Considering that they are heavily armed 
our lives are in danger." 

A woman who also fled here said the 
rebels took villagers’ water buffalo and 
warned them to leave their homes. 

There were about 7,000 residents in fertile 
Limaong. 

The evacuees did not know which Mus- 
lim insurgent group the rebels belonged to 
but the city official said the rebels claimed 
to be members of the regular forces of the 


main Muslim insurgent group, the More 
National Liberation Front (MNLF). 

The MNLF in June signed an interim 
peace deal with the government, intended 
to end 24 years of bloody sectarian strife in 
the southern Philippines. 

But the Christian majority in the south, has 
strongly opposed the peace agreement,' 
which gives the MNLF control of a council 
overseeing development projects in ’ the 
region, fearing it will lead to domination by 
the Muslim minority. 

Meanwhile, tension rose in the towns of 
Sibuco, Siocon. Siraway and Baliguian in 
the southern province of Zamboanga Del 
Norte as 80 heavily-armed rebels of the 
MNLF splinter group Moro Islamic Libe- 
ration Front (MILF) invaded the towns’ 
outskirts early this week, a source said. 

Five militiamen were reported killed in 
several encounters in the province, the 
source added. 

The report came a day after the MJLF 
announced the defection of 2,000 MNLF 
members, apparently disillusioned by 
MNLF Chairman Nur Misuari’s decision to 
run for governor of a smaller existing auto- 
nomous region as part of the interim peace 
deal. 

But in general Santos City, west of here, 
Saturday Brigadier General Raul Urgello, 
of the military's Southern Command, dis- 
missed the MILF as a potential threat, say- 
ing they had less than 10,000 men and were 
torn by infighting. 

“They have to put their act together," 
Brig. Urgello said. “Sometimes we are 
there to mediate their internal conflicts." 

Brig. Urgello was accompanying Philip- 
pine Armed Forces Chief of Staff Arturo 
Enrile on a campaign to urge opponents of 
the MNLF peace deal to give it a chance. 


North Korea seen facing famine 


SEOUL (R) — Food short- 
ages in North Korea have 
reached Famine levels in 
some areas and recent 
floods dim prospects for the 
isolated state, an aid group 
said Friday. 

“North Korea will face 
great tragedy unless the 
weather condition improves 
in weeks to come,” Tetsu- 
nao Yamamori, president of 
the Food for the Hungry 
International (FHT), said in 
an interview in Seoul. 

Meanwhile, the Interna- 
tional Federation of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent So- 
cieties (IFRC) said the inc- 
reasing number of flood 
victims with diarrhoea was 
developing into a serious 
problem. 

“They have reported diar- 
rhoea, and that is a direct 
result of the flooding," 
IFRC Representative Geoff 
Dennis told Reuters in Bei- 
jing by telephone from 
Pyongyang. 

“It is a very serious prob- 
lem... that has got to be 
dealt with." he said. 

The government and 
IFRC so far had managed to 
control the diarrhoea out- 


breaks with antibiotics, he 
said. 

Mr. Yamamori, who visit- 
ed North Korea from July 
23-30 to deliver medicine 
and collect data on damage 
inflicted by last year’s crip- 
pling floods, said the next 
six months would be criti- 
cal. 

North Korea had suffered 
from chronic hunger, 
“which we call a silent kil- 
ler”, in the past six years, he 
said. 

His Geneva-based agency 
offers food aid and develop- 
ment programmes in coop- 
eration with international 
relief groups around the 
world, he said. 

South Korean officials 
said North Korea’s grain 
shortages in the past five 
years ranged from just over 
one million tonnes to more 
than two million tonnes. 

“North Koreans now have 
only 200 grams (seven 
ounces) of food ration (per 
day) in many places. This is 
famine stage level and 
North Korea will reach a 
critical stage if this contin- 
ues for several more 
months,” he said. 


“If you take only 250 
grammes (8.8 ounces) per 
day for six months your bo- 
dy system will shut down,” 
he added. 

Mr. Yamamori said North 
Korea was relying heavily 
on crops for this year to 
ease an acute food shortage 
but last week’s floods could 
dash hopes of good har- 
vests. 

In Tokyo, Japanese aid 
workers who returned Wed- 
nesday from the North said 
fresh rains last month 
caused severe damage, floo- 
ding Pyongyang's roads and 
suburbs, creating landslides 
and waterlogging crops. 

“The rice crops were com- 
pletely drowned and only 
the tip of the com stock 
showed from the water,” 
said Chie Fuji who visited 
the North from July 24-3 1 
to deliver food to children 
in the suburbs of Pyong- 
yang. 

Fuji quoted a North Ko- 
rean official as saying; 
“What we feared has hap- 
pened. it’s possible that the 
damage could reach unbe- 
lievable levels.” 


Yeltsin out 
of public 
view a week 
ahead of 
historic 
date 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Less 
than a week before he is to 
be sworn in for a new term 
as president, Boris Yeltsin 
is still out of the public eye, 
officially “resting," while 
the Kremlin appears to be 
preparing for a prolonged 
absence. 

Mr. Yeltins’s aide Georgi 
Satarov Friday said the pre- 
sident was suffering “co- 
lossal weariness" after an 
exhausting election cam- 
paign and would need to 
rest for about two months. 

Earlier, Mr. Yeltin's chief 
of staff,- Anatoli Chubais, 
said be had advised the 
president to take “a real 
vacation” after he is sworn 
in for his second term of 
office in a lavish ceremony 
at the Kremlin Friday. 

Mr. Yeltsin disappeared 
from public view shortly 
before the second round of 
presidential elections on 
July 3. amid speculation 
about his health. 

The 65-year-old presi- 
dent had two heart attacks 
last year. 

But Mr. Satarov said Mr. 
Yeltsin's tiredness had “no- 
thing to do with a serious 
illness, like heart disease or 
something like that. 

“Of course. (Yeltsin) 
does not feel as well as be 
did in May. But he is in 
perfect intellectual and 
psychological shape,” Mr. 
Satarov said. 

Mr. Satarov insisted if 
something was seriously 
wrong, Mr. Yeltsin would 
be in hospital instead of in 
a rest home in the Moscow 
suburb of Barvikha. 

Mr. Yeltsin retreated to 
the rest home after a gruel- 
ing four-month campaign 
which had him crossing the 
country and even dancing 
with a crowd of supporters. 

Aides will give no firm 
date for his return to the 
Kremlin. 

Since his abrupt exit, Mr. 
Yeltsin has appeared only 
briefly on television, sur- 
rounded by advisors and 
looking thinner and tired. 

A power-struggle which 
erupted immediately after 
the election between Prime 
Minister Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin and newly-appoint- 
ed national security chief 
Alexander Lebed has ad- 
ded to speculation about 
the end of Mr. Yeltsin's 
reign. 

Mr. Satarov, in a newspa- 
per interview, said Mr. Yel- 
tsin fully intended to serve 
out his four-year term but 
added the president had 
reflected on a possible suc- 
cessor — mentioning Mr. 
Chernomyrdin, Gen. Lebed 
and Moscow Mayor Yuri 
Luzhkov. 

Even the Russian media 
has broken the taboo on 
discussing Mr. Yeltin’s 
health. 

“Now that pre-election 
passions have eased, the 
question of the president’s 
health remains," said the 
weekly Argument I Fakti, 
but added the issue was 
“wonying the West a great 
deal more than it is worry- 
ing Russia.” 

The real test comes 
Friday, Mr. Yeltsin’s date 
with history as he takes ±e 
oath as post-Soviet Rus- 
sia’s first democratically- 
elected president 

The Communist newspa- 
per Pravda 5 reported Sa- 
turday that the ceremony 
had teen toned down so as 
not to tire Mr. Yeltsin. 

“The original programme 
would have meant the pres- 
ident standing for hours 
and then welcoming 600 
guests for an evening re- 
ception. 

“But it is not clear if a 65- 
year-old president, suffer- 
ing from heart problems 
and known for his penchant 
for alcoholic drinks, would 
have the strength to go 
through with it,” Pravda 5 
said. 

According to Friday’s 
provisional programme, 
obtained by AFP, the 
swearing in ceremony 
itself will last 35 minutes 
and a banquet follows late 
afternoon. 


mnmp 


Jane Shelley, wife of American hostage Donald Hutchings (left) and Julie Mangan, 
wife of British hostage Keith Mangan arrive at Srinagar airport on Aug. 2. The two 
wives returned to the troubled state Friday while U.S. diplomats appealed to the peo- 
ple to help free the tourists kidnapped by the shadowy A1 Faran militant group since 
July 1995 while hitch hiking in sooth Kashmir (Reuter photo) 

Wives plead for release of 
Western hostages in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— The wives of two Wes- 
tern tourists kidnapped by 
Muslim rebels in Kashmir 
more than a year ago plead- 
ed with local villagers Sa- 
turday to help win their hus- 
bands' release. 

Jane Schelley. wife of 
American Donald Hut- 
chings, and Julie Mangan, 
wife of Briton Keith Man- 
gan. met the village head at 
Magam Rakh, •• the head 
priest of the local mosque 
and other villagers and 
asked for help to trace their 
missing husbands, witness- 
es said. 

“Please provide us with 
clues about our husbands 
and we will be thankful to 
you,” Mrs. Schelley told 
one of the village women. 

“We want to know whe- 
ther they are alive or dead.” 

Indian authorities 

launched a search of Ma- 
gam Rakh two months ago 
for the bodies of the men 
and two other Western hos- 
tages after an arrested Mus- 
lim militant said all had 
been killed by their captors. 


but none were found. 

Tight security surrounded 
the women's visit to Magam 
Rakh,- SO kilometres from 
this summer state capital, 
with police restricting entry 
to the village and searching 
several houses for arms. 

Mrs. Schelley and Mrs. 
Mangan were also sched- 
uled to meet state authori- 
ties, police officials and 
leaders of the Muslim sepa- 
ratistjnovemebt in Kashmir 
during -their ■ three^day stay 
in Kashmir. • 

Their trip coincides with a 
visit to Kashmir by U.S. 
ambassador to India Frank 
Wisner, who is also making 
efforts to secure the release 
of the hostages. 

The shadowy A1 Faran 
rebel group kidnapped 
Mangan, Paul Wells, also of 
Britain, Mr. Hutchings, of 
Spokane, Washington, and 
fellow American John 
Childs on July 4 last year, 
while they were trekking in 
the Himalayan foothills 
with their wives. 

The wives were released 
and Mr. Childs escaped 


from their captors on July 8. 
the same day A1 Faran 
seized German Dirk Hasert 
and Norwegian Hans-Chris- 
tian Ostro. 

Ostro was beheaded in 
August last year by the kid- 
nappers, who have demand- 
ed the release of 15 impris- 
oned Muslim guerrillas 
jailed in India in exchange 
for freeing the hostages. 

Contact between the re- 
bels and Indian officials 
broke down in November. 

The abductions have been 
criticised by most Muslim 
militant groups and the po- 
werful All Party Kashmir 
Freedom Conference, an 
umbrella organisation of 
Kashmiri Muslim separatist 
groups. 

More than 12,000 people 
have died since the Muslim 
militancy erupted in Kash- 
mir. India’s only ■ Muslim- 
majority state, in 1989. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming and training Kash- 
miri rebels, a charge denied 
by Islamabad. 


Taiwan battles to recover 
after typhoon kills 31 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan 
Saturday battled to save 
lives and homes as the death 
toll in the island from ty- 
phoon Herb climbed to 3 1. 

Clean-up teams worked 
flat out to clear areas seri- 
ously damaged by floods 
and and winds in the savage 
storm which swept the 
country Wednesday. 

"You have to drive very 
carefully so as not to hit the 
trees fallen on the streets or 
hit the people cleaning up 
the streets," a private car 
driver said on state radio. 

State television showed 
people desperately impro- 
vising containers to get wa- 
ter out of their homes. 

Police in helicopters tried 
to help people in mountain 
areas cut off by landslides. 

“It’s very serious, roads 
are totally flooded, we can- 
not land, so we can only 
drop food to diem,” an air 
police official in the central 
county of Nantou said. 

State radio said the air 
police had dropped 8,500 
kg (18.750 lb) of food to 
Nantou mountain village 
Saturday and had managed 
to evacuate 12 people. 

Police raised the . official 
death toll to 31 from 19 as 
the search for victims con- 
tinued. They said 35 people 
were still missing. 

Twelve more bodies were 
found in Nantou county, the 
area most seriously mt by 
the storm, raising the toll in 
that district alone to 23. A 
county official said. 


“Now the flood has eased 
and all government agen- 
cies are trying to recover 
from the damage,” the offi- 
cial said. 

Thirteen of the island’s 
total 21 cities and counties 
have now been declared 
major disaster areas, with 
three more counties deemed 
second-level disaster areas, 
which qualifies them for 
government subsidies. 

Taiwan’s Central Bank 
said in a statement it would 
offer financing support to 
banks under heavy pressure 
for loans to individuals or 
companies affected by the 
typhoon. 

Last week, typhoon Glo- 
ria lashed much of Taiwan 
with torrential rain and high 
tides, killing three people 
and destroying crops worth 
580 million Taiwan dollars 
($21 million). 

Herb followed Wednes- 
day before sweeping into 
southern China Thursday, 
worsening already serious 
flooding there. 

The Taiwan cabinet's 
Council of Agriculture said 
Saturday that'll had sharply 
raised its estimate of crop 
damage from typhoon Herb. 
It estimated losses to agri- 
culture and fisheries had 
risen to 13.79 billion 
Taiwan dollars from its pre- 
vious estimate of S.I billion 
Taiwan dollars. 

Meanwhile China's rain- 
swollen Yangtze River rose 
to record levels, threatening 

180.000 people in eastern. 


Jiangsu province, as heavy 
rains continued to deluge 
flood-ravaged central areas, 
official media said Satur- 
day. 

Officials said typhoon 
Herb had weakened into a 
tropical storm, but many 
areas continued to suffer 
from high winds and torren- 
tial rains whipped up in its 
deadly wake. 

Water levels in the lower 
reaches of the Yangtze in 
the eastern Jiangsu province 
had risen to 21 cm (8.27 
inches) above the previous 
record, and a main flood- 
gate had been damaged, the 
official China Daily said. 

The Yangtze, Asia’s lon- 
gest river, continued to 
swell along many of the 
seven cities in Jiangsu, pos- 
ing a serious threat to 

180,000 local residents, the 
newspaper said. It gave no 
further details. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties, a pro- 
vincial official said by tele- 
phone. 

-i The typhoon has weak- 
ened.. .but strong winds and 
rain could still cause dam- 
age," said a government 
official in the central pro- 
vince of Jiangxi, contacted 
by telephone from Beijing. 

Typhoon Herb pounded 
China’s coastline Thursday 
and Friday, killing one per- 
son in southeastern Fujian 
province. 


Turkish national 
hero’s remains 
leave Tajikistan £ 

ALMATY, Kazakhstan (R) 

— The remains of Turkish 
national hero Enver Pasha 
left the Central Asian state 
of Tajikistan for Turkey 
Saturday, a Turkish embas- 
sy spokesman in the Tajik 
capital Dushanbe said. 
“The remains left at around 
8 a.m. (0200 GMT) for Is- 
tanbul/' the spokesman 
told Reuters from Dushan- 
be. The body will be rebu- 
ried in Istanbul Sunday, the 
anniversary of Enver’s 
death. Turkish President 
Suleyman Demirel is ex- 
pected to attend the cere- 
mony. Enver Pasha died~ 
aged 41 in a hail of rna-^ 
chine gun bullets as he led 
Muslim guerrillas against 
Soviet forces in Central 
Asia in 1922. He was bu- 
ried by a local mullah in an 
unmarked grave. Enver 
was one of a ruling tri- 
umvirate known as the 
Young Turks which took 
the Ottoman Empire into 
World War I on the side of 
Germany in 1914. He fled 
Turkey in a German sub- 
marine near the war’s end 
in 1918. He later arrived in 
Central .Asia after promis- 
ing Soviet state founder 
Vladimir Lenin he would 
help spread communism. 
But, swayed by Turkish 
nationalism in Central 
Asia. Enver abandoned Le- 
nin to join and lead the 
Muslim guerrillas. 


Beijing clamps 
down on Illegal 
police sirens 
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BEUING (AFP) — Chi- 
na's capital has launched a 
new campaign against 
crime — this time against 
drivers with illegal flashing 
lights and sirens on top of 
their vehicles, Xinhua re- 
ported Friday. Beijing's 
chronic traffic jams have 
prompted underground 
sales of police sirens to 
people who want to get 
around the city faster. But 
the Public Security Bureau 
has had enough of drivers 
scooting through the traffic 
without permision, accord- 
ing to China’s official news 
agency. Any drivers dis- 
covered with illicit sirens 
and flashing lights can 
have their license revoked 
and face a fine of up to 

20.000 yuan ($2,400). 
“Only vehicles used by po-^ 
lice stations, security for“ 
ces, prisons, courts, procu- 
ratoraus and fire and res- 
cue teams are permitted to 
use flashing lights and si- 
rens," the dispatch warned. 

Callers mix up 
help line with sex 
line 

TALLAHASSEE, Honda 
(AFP) — Many Florida 
telephone customers trying 
to dial a toll-free number to 
clear up questions about a 
new area code are ending 
up getting a telephone sex 
line, a state official saicLTo 
cope with the growing 
number of customers in 
Broward County, the Bell- 
south Telephone Company 
established a new area 
code. An area code, which 
determines what part of the 
country a call goes to, is 
composed of three digits 
that precede the normal 
seven in U.S. phone num- 
bers. And to cope with 
questions during the transi- 
tion to the new area cod# 
officials advertised a toll- 
free number for customers 
to call. But, just as the ex- 
panding client base re- 
quired the addition of a 
new area code, the tele- 
phone company has also 
bad to add a new prefix for 
toll-free calls. So instead of 
the traditional 1-800 toll 
free prefix which has been 
completely allocated, cus- 
tomers with questions were 
instructed to use a new 1- 
888 toll-free prefix. The 8’s 
make all the difference. 
But when man y people 
hear “toll-free” they still 
dial 1-800 out of habit 
“Since we say it’s toH-fice, 
people do the natural 
thing,” said the head of the 
Florida Public Service 
Commission, Joe Garda- 
“They dial 800. But a wo- 
man gets on instead.” A i 
greeting message: “Hello* 
lover, you've reached the 
hottest, most seductive 
adult phone service in 
America.” 
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Ex-Premier Debre, aide 
to De Gaulle, dies at 84 
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Beijing c!a,n: ; * 
down on ii^ 
police sirer- 


G?- — Former 
f? 1 ? i S™ 6 Minister 
Michd Etehre, Charles 
De Gaulle s most trusted 
2 nd the architect of 
the Fifth Republic, died 
Friday aged 84. 

The Gaullist RPR party 
said he died at his home 
m the village of Mon- 
tlouis-Sur-Loire in cen- 
tral France after a long 
illness. 

Debre, often described 
as more Gaullist than his 
mentor, was put in 
charge of drafting the 
constitution of France's 
3S-year-old Fifth 

Republic and was its first 
prime minister when De 
Gaulle became president 
in 1959. 

Fellow Gaullists paid 
tribute to him as a father 
of the country's political 
stability. 

“France has lost one of 
its greatest servants,” 
Gaullist President 

Jacques Chirac, whose 
first act when he was 
elected last year was to 
visit Debre, said in a 
message of condolence. 

“He was a father of our 
constitution, to which 
our nation owes its sta- 
bility... His work is 
immense.” 

Debre. a resistance dis- 
ciple of De Gaulle's dur- 
ing World War II and a 
pnckly nationalist, held 
every major government 
fr 


post apart 
dent. He 


tram presi- 
le was prime min- 
ister from 1959 to 1962 
and later served as 
defence, finance and for- 
eign minister. 

Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe, the head of the 
Gaullist Party, hailed him 
as a great statesman who 
had left a lasting mark on 
French politics. 

A supporter of French 
rule in Algeria, Debre led 
the government from 
1959 to 1962 in a period 
of bitter civil strife over 
De Gaulle’s decision to 
. grant the. North African 
• colony’ • independence ' ■ 
after a long-guerrilla- war. 

Former Premier 

Jacques Chaban-Delmas 


hailed Debre as a brother 
and said he had valiantly 
hut painfully endorsed 
De Gaulle’s Aleeria. poli- 
cies over his own ideas. 

De Gaulle and Debre 
were the target of assas- 
sination plots from die- 
hard rightists when 
France gave up its co- 
lony. 

“I don’t really like 
politicians, but he was an 
exception. Debre and De 
Gaulle were really great 
figures,” said former 
General Marcel Bigeard 
who led French para- 
troopers in Algeria. 

Debre, a leftists’ Bete 
Noire, dropped out of the 
limelight in [1973 when 
De Gaulle's successor 
Georges Pompidou be- 
came convinced that he 
was giving his govern- 
ment a reactionary 
image. 

Often regarded as 
humourless and ill-tem- 
pered, he won just one 
per cent of the vote when 
he stood for president in 
1 98 1 but remained a 
prominent figure in the 
political landscape. 

Bom to an illustrious 
family, the son of a 
prominent medical pro- 
fessor and the brother of 
a noted artist, Debre was 
the father of the present 
Interior Minister, Jean- 
Louis Debre. 

Another of his sons, 
Bernard, is a member of 
the French National As- 
sembly, a former cooper- 
ation minister and a 
prominent surgeon who 
was part of the medical 
team that treated the late 
Socialist President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand for can- 
cer. 

. Trained as a lawyer, 
Debre was a prolific wri- 
ter of political books and 
was elected to the French 
Academy in 1988. 



Former French Prime Minister Michel Debre died 
Friday at the age of 84. Debre, a resistance disciple of 
De Gaulle during World War II and a prickly national- 
ist, held every government post and later served as 
defence, finance and Foreign Minister (Reuter photo) 

Priebke says Jews playing 
‘dirty game’ against him 

ROME (R) — Former SS Captain Erich Priebke was quor- 
ed Saturday as saying Jews were playing a “dirty game” to 
keep him behind bars after a military court ordered him 
freed without punishment for Italy’s worst wartime atroci- 
ty- 

Priebke was re-arrested early Friday following notice 
that German prosecutors intend to seek his extradition. 

His return to jail on a temporary detention order, upheld 
by a Rome appeals court Saturday, ended an angry siege by 
young protesters which bad kept the 83-year-old German 
blocked inside the court after Italy exploded in fury at the 
verdict. 

“I understand their pain, which endures despite the years, 
but it seemed to me there were some fanatics there,” 
Priebke told La Staropa in an interview at Regina Coeli 
Jail, where he has been held since early Friday. 

“The people who staged that demonstration were a 
minority. I don't want to accuse die Jews, but they’re the 
ones who are playing a dirty game, who are trying to get 
me,” he said. 

The interview was conducted by member of parliament 
Jas Gawronksi. one of Italy’s most respected journalists. 
He was able to visit Priebke as a parliamentarian. 

‘!I think they’ve got it in for me because 1 have become a 
symboL..F m like ihe last of the Mohicans ” Priebke said. • 

Priebke has admitted taking part in the SS reprisal mas- 
sacre of 335 civilian men and boys, including 75 Jews, at 
the Ardeatine Caves outside Rome on March 24, 1944. 


Megawati summoned, Indonesian 
activists banned from travel 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Oppo- 
sition leader Megawati Su- 
karnoputri has been sum- 
moned by police for ques- 
tioning as authorities tight- 
en their grip in a nationwide 
political crackdown, closing 
the borders to activists and 
forcing many into hiding. 

Ms. Megawati received 
the summons Friday night 
to go to the Jakarta Police 
Headquarters Monday, one 
of her lawyers, Robert Tam- 
bunan said Saturday. 

Ms. Megawati will coop- 
erate and attend the ques- 
tioning, he said. 

The Attorney General 
Singgih said last week that 
Ms. Megawati and three 
other parliamentarians from 
the Indonesian Democracy 
Party (PDI) would be ques- 
tioned in relation to a free 
speech forum, held for six 
weeks outside PDI head- 
quarters. 

As the authorities step up 
their attack on the opposi- 
tion, all speakers at the 
forum have been placed on 
a travel blacklist, an uniden- 
tified military source told 
the stare Antara News 
Agency. 

“Their names have been 
sent to immigration offices 


at all sea and airports in the 
country to prevent them 
from fleeing overseas,” the 
military source said. 

In addition to the free 
speech sessions, the mili- 
tary has also said Ms. Me- 
gawati should take some 
responsibility for violent 
riots last weekend chat left 
three people dead and 26 
injured, according to offi- 
cial figures. 

Youths went on the ram- 
page following a military 
raid on the PDI headquar- 
ters aimed at expelling Ms. 
Megawati’s supporters from 
the building. 

Since that time the gov- 
ernment has launched a re- 
pressive crackdown on acti- 
vists connected to Me- 
gawati and anyone else they 
consider political oppo- 
nents. 

Lieutenant General Syar- 
wan Hamid confirmed 
Wednesday the military's 
threat that soldiers would 
shoor on sight anyone who 
disturbed the peace. 

“I have been in hiding 
since Monday, when my 
flatmate told me there were 
four security officers at my 
house wanting to arrest 
me,” one activist said by 


phone Saturday. 

Over 100 activists have 
gone underground in Ja- 
karta and are moving from 
one safe house to another, 
keeping in contact only by 
pager messages, he said. 

The police are hunting for 
Peoples' Democratic Party 
(PRD) activists in cities ac- 
ross Java after senior mili- 
tary and government offi- 
cials — without evidence 
— accused the group of be- 
ing Communists, and fo- 
menting last weekend's 
riots. 

Police raided Lhe group's 
office in YogyakarraTcentral 
Java, Friday, seizing docu- 
ments and copies of a polit- 
ical magazine published by 
the two year old group. 

Analysts say the left-wing 
PRD, thought to number 
150 vocal activists, hud had 
little or no involvement in 
the riots and could pose no 
real threat to the govern- 
ment. 

“We are afraid that this 
will be a long process and 
that it will become a cleans- 
ing operation...tbe govern- 
ment is deliberately letting 
some of the PRD members 
go free so that they have the 
legitimacy to arrest the rest 


of us,” the activist said. 

Travel bans have also 
been placed on six opposi- 
tion figures in connection 
with the riots, the daily 
Kompas reported. The six 
include Muchrar Pakpahan, 
the general secretary of the 
Indonesian Prosperity Trade 
Union tSBSI), Budimun 
Sujatiniko, PRD chairman, 
and four other activists 
whose names were not 
made available. 

Mr. Pakpahan was arrest- 
ed Tuesday and has been 
charged with subversion, 
which carries a maximum 
penalty of death and allows 
authorities to hold him for a 
year without trial. 

Five student activists were 
arrested by police Friday in 
Yogyakarta as they held a 
demonstration outside the 
Gajah Mada University, the 
Jakarta Post reported. 

Two other student acti- 
vists, also associated with 
the PRD, were arrested in 
Jakarta Friday, the Legal 
Aid Institute confirmed. 

The institute has released 
a list of 20 people still miss- 
ing after last weekend's 
riots. Police have indicated 
they will charge 123 rioters 
with subversion. 


Sri Lanka rebels let civilians leave in food deal 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil 
Tiger rebels allowed 200 
shaken and hungry civilians 
to move south to army-held 
areas Saturday, paving the 
way for truckloads of food 
and medicine to reach tens 
of thousands of refugees in 
rebel-held territory. 

The Liberation Tige rs of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) al- 
lowed the civilians to cross 
the northern Thandikulam 
border a day after the Sri 
Lankan Red Cross brokered 
a dea l betw een the army and 
the LTTE to let the food 
convoys reach the refugees, 
who are fleeing an army 
advance. 

. “Army -officials checked.'; 
Our identity-cards and birth 
certificates to verify our 
ages,” a resident of Kili- 
nochchi town told Reuters 


after arriving in the govern- 
ment-controlled frontline 
town of Vavuniya. 

Though the army has ag- 
reed to gradually ease travel 
restrictions from the north, 
it remains concerned that 
rebels may infiltrate and 
had stipulated that youths 
aged between 15 and 35 
would not be allowed to 
pass. 

Officials said the first 
food convoy wa s exp ected 
to leave for the LTTE areas 
Sunday. 

Some 200 lorries laden 
with food have been strand- 
ed in Vavuniya for more 
than two weeks, since the 
border was closed. ; ’ ’ * V 

“The difficulty Js dial 
truck owners J in the' LTTE 
areas have been scattered 
because of the battle around 


Kilinochchi ” one Tamil go- 
vernment official who ar- 
rived from the north told 
Reuters. 

“Some truckers ore using 
the lorries as their homes. 
We have to find them and 
get them together," he said. 

The army launched a 
major offensive on rebel- 
held Kilinochchi on July 26, 
forcing most of the town’s 
150,000 people, including 
refugees, to flee. 

“We’re very concerned 
about the civilian popula- 
tion,” said Marco Weil of 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
t Friday. ‘Tens of thousands 
1 of people have, left their 
homes. 

He told Reuters earlier in 
Colombo the ICRC had fol- 
lowed other Western aid 


agencies in leaving Kili- 
nochchi, the immediate tar- 
get of the military push. 

The rebels moved their 
headquarters to Kilinochchi 
in April after the military 
retook the Jaffna peninsula, 
which the LTTE bad run as 
a mini-state for most of the 
13-year separatist war 
which the government says 
has cost more than 50,000 
lives. 

Military offic ials s aid they 
believed the LTTE closed 
the crossing point just north 
of Vavuniya to prevent in- 
formation leaking about 
their casualties' and tans 
captured in last .month’s at- 
tack on the,’ 'jinny base at 
Mullaitivu on fhe northeast 
coast. 
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Super body needed 


A PROMINENT economist recently com- 
plained that Jordan was among a few countries 
that did not have a government body responsi- 
ble for the management of its economy and for 
the evaluation of its economic performance. The 
lecturer. Dr. Ibrahim Badran, who beads the 
Moor Al Hussein Foundation and who served as 
the undersecretary of tbe Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, further said that there were no recog- 
nised institutions in the country that could pro- 
vide neutral and reliable economic data. 

This seems to be an exaggeration of the situa- 
tion but the idea of creating such an institution 
is, in itself, of paramount importance and 
deserves to be considered and analysed very 
carefully. Some people may argue that the 
Ministry of Planning or the General Statistics 
Department are the two bodies that manage the 
economy, examine its performance, and pro- 
vide information and the data, they would 
point to the monthly, quarterly and annual bul- 
letins and publications that are issued by the 
Central Bank and other ministries and depart- 
ments as sufficing for the purpose. 

The core of the issue, however, is not in the 
lack of institutions. Each ministry is responsi- 
ble for a specific portion of the economy, pur- 
suing defined targets and executing policies. Dr. 
Badran's complaint is not also about tbe lack of 
information or data. Each ministry or depart- 
ment runs its own statistics and prepares its 
own reports. As such, the gap is specifically in 
coordination between the various institutions 
that handle the overall economy. 

At present, the prime minister’s office is the 
focal point for ail the ministries. Each one of 
them sends its reports, demands, complaints or 
views to this office which in turn, processes it 
.before rerouting the material to other ministries 
for review, evaluation or execution. 

Real economic coordination, therefore, takes 


place at the prime ministry whereas it should be 
handled at a different level such as “mimsl 


“ministry 

for economic coordination” which should func- 
tion as the focal point to various ministries. 

What makes the present setup cumbersome is 
ihat coordination at the prime ministry is con- 
ducted between ministers and senior officials, 
while at a lower level (ministry for economic 
coordination) the coordination would involve 
junior officials from all the ministries con- 
cerned. In addition to streamlining and sifting 
the work of several ministries, this body would 
be able to improve and upgrade economic fig- 
01*6$ and information submitted by each min- 
istry to a level where it would be accurate and 


convincing. 

Some officials complain that available infor- 
mation and data is merely routine and often 
outdated statistics, that is only fit to be viewed 
from a historical point of view or to be evaluat- 
ed from the perspective of writing talent and 
composing skill. That is why there is a need for 
a body that would collect all the relevent infor- 
mation and regularly update them, plan and 
execute economic policies and periodically eval- 
uate economic performance. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON the death of a Pales tinian youth 
as a result of torture in Palestinian jails, a writer for Al 
Ra T i said that- those responsible for this tragedy have 
offered a valuable service to Israel which continually 
tries to paint a bad image of the Arabs as being unde- 
mocratic. bent on committing acts of violence. The 
officers or officials responsible for the tragic death of 
Mahmoud Jamil should face trial and held accountable 
for Their criminal act. and the Palestinian leader ought 
to take appropriate and effective measures that can 
prevent a recurrence of such horrible behaviour on tbe 
part of the Palestine National Authority’s (PNA) 
c::dres of different ranks and responsibilities, demand- 
ed Sultan Ai Hauab. It seems that within these cadres 
there exists a group that has no regard to human life 
and therefore their presence in power is unjustified, be 
j ontinued. The death of Mahmoud Jamil is a stigma on 
Palestine and the Palestinians because he died as a 
result of torture and without fair trial for alleged viola- 
tions of the Palestin ian law, he continued. 

A WRITER for Al Ra’i daily discussed the question of 
possible danger to Jordan resulting from Israel’s 
nuclear arsenal and said that any leaks from nuclear 
facilities in Israel, which is close to Jordan, would 
have disastrous effects on the Kingdom, particularly to 
the southern Jordanian regions, including Taffleh and 
the ancient city of Petra. Fahd Al Fanek said that any 
leaks from Israel's nuclear reactors could also travel as 
\r Saudi Arabia. Iraq, Syria and Egypt The writer 
/■ i J ihai by refusing to join the nuclear non-prolifera- 
'.irn treaty and allowing international inspectors exam- 
ine its nuclear facilities Israel could be hiding secrets 
from the world like possessing hundreds of nuclear 
heads with which to threaten the Arab countries 
including Jordan. Since the United States is guarantee- 
ing Israel’s strength militarily and economically and 
since Israel possesses conventional military power, 
equal to all the Arab countries put together, why 
should it be helped by the West to build a nuclear arse- 
nal. asked the writer. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fafted Fanek 


Minimum wages — good or bad? 


I HOPE I am not revealing a secret in reporting that Dr. 
Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeb, minister of labour, is planning 
to impose a minimum wage of no less than JD 100 a 
month. The minimum wage may be even more, depending 
on how this step is received in official and business circles 
which will be involved and have a say in taking tbe deri- 
sion. 

According to the new Labour Law, such a decision clear- 
ly falls within the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Labour. A 
mi nimum wage can be found in most democratic countries 
with free market economies. It is by no means in contra- 
diction with the principles of market economics, because 
such economics should have many checks and controls to 
prevent exploitation. Among them is the concept of mini- 
mum wages which secures the level of subsistence for the 
worker and his family, just above the poverty line. 

Minimum wages can be described as civilised. However, 
most economists take a negative position towards the 
intervention of the government in the determination of 
wages, because minimum wages will, most likely, be high- 


er than the balance determined by supply and demand in 
cases of high unemployment, and may hurt tbe weakest 
groups of job seekers, such as the young, die inexperi- 
enced, tbe old and the handicapped. Since the employer 
would have to pay die minimum wages anyway, he may 
insist on electing only the fit and qualified. 

The economists opposing the concept of minimum wage 
point out that its imposition may benefit those already 
working for low wages, but may hurt the unemployed by 
reducing tbe available number of jobs, especially when 
employers respond by reducing the volume of jobs offered 
to make up for the extra cost 

Tbe Ministry of Labour aims at raising wages to a level 
acceptable to Jor danians . Since Jordanians have the prior- 
ity to occupy the jobs before employers are allowed to 
engage guest workers, the policy of mmtmnm wages will 
encourage voluntary gradual replacement and reduction of 
non-Jordanian labourers, estimated to exceed 400.000, 
thus taking care of one of tbe most important distortions 
and dislocations in tbe Jordanian labour market 


Tbe U.S. recently witnessed vivid discussions over die 
issue of increasing minimum wages, suggested by the 
flint nn administration, from $4.50 to $5.20 per hour. It 
was evident that economists, this rime, did not stick to 
their traditional position of rejecting higher min i m um 
wages. Many economists approved the concept of mini- 
mum wages on the understanding that empirical studies 
did not prove that the theoretical negative consequences 
did actually take place in real life. 

The initiative of the Ministry of Labour will be well 
received by the leaders of the working class and most of 
tbe political and social activists, but it will face fierce 
resistance from certain employers who feel free to exploit 
workers and reduce wages to the extent tbat the jobs 
becomes unacceptable, except to non-Jordanian workers 
who currently accept wages as low as 50 per cent below 
the line of poverty. 

The issue is worth an objective .dialogue -before taking a 
final decision. 


Burma — ‘all they have is guns ’ 


By G Wynne Dyer 


“PATRIOTISM IS the last 
refuge of a scoundrel,’’ said 
Sam Johnson — but 
Burma’s military rulers 
believe that a little racism 
also helps. Not only is Aung 
San Suu Kyi unpatriotic for 
opposing Burma's generals, 
wrote the government-con- 
trolled paper “New Light*' 
early this month, she also 
“had her blood mixed with 
that of an Englishman and 
gave birth to two half- 
castes.” 

Vicious talk was aimed at 
smearing Burma’s pro- 
democracy leader as tbe 
annual meeting of tbe 
Association of South-East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
convened in Jakarta to con- 
sider admitting Burma to its 
ranks. 

ASEAN did grant Burma 
observer status on July 18, 
but few people in Burma 
were shaken in their loyalty 
to a woman who has self- 
lessly dedicated her life to 
her country. 

There is no starker politi- 
cal contrast in the world. 
On the one hand, arrogant 
and brutal generals who 
have ruled Burma since 
1962. On the other, Aung 
San Suu Kyi, a 51-year-old 
woman with no political 
experience who has incar- 
nated Burma’s democratic 
aspirations for the past 
eight years. A woman who, 
until 1988, had spent very 
little -of her adult life in 
Burma. 

“It is very different from 
living in academia in 
Oxford,” she remarked at 
that time, as thousands of 
Burmese laid down their 
lives in non-violent protests 
aimed at freeing their coun- 
try from military misrule. 
“We called someone 
vicious in the ‘Times 
Literary Supplement’. We 
didn't know what vicious 


was. 

Aung San Suu Kyi left 


Burma when she was 15 
years old, to complete her 
education in India, Britain 
and Japan. In the 1970s she 
married English academic 
Michael Aris, an expert on 
Tibet, and they settled 
down in Oxford. There she 
lived quietly, teaching at the 
university and raising their 
two sons — until a visit to 
Burma in 1988 to care for 
her dying mother trans- 
formed her life. 

The soldiers had already 
ruled Burma for a genera- 
tion, enriching themselves 
as they mined South-East 
Asia’s richest country into 
an isolated, terrorised and 
impoverished pariah state. 
But in 1987, dictator Ne 
Win went too fan he can- 
celled Burma's paper 
money and issued new 45- 
and 90-kyat notes — 
because those numbers 
were both divisible by nine, 
his personal lucky number. 

Millions lost their sav- 
ings, and something 
snapped. Ne Win’s action 
underlined how a whole 
country of 42 milli on 
civilised and tolerant peo- 
ple had been hijacked and 
abused by ignorant thugs in 
uniform. It as not just the 
money; it was the humilia- 
tion. A new era was dawn- 
ing in Asia, and Burma was 
not part of it 

All around were econom- 
ic miracles, and Asians 
were learning the tech- 
niques of non-violent revo- 
lution: the Philippines 

blazed tbe democratic trail 
in 1986, and Thailand, 
Bangladesh, China and 
South Korea were hovering 
on the brink: So tbe 
Burmese lost their patience 
and in 1988 tried to drive 
the army from power. 

Abng San Suu Kyi 
became the symbolic leader 
of the democratic revolu- 
tion because her father, who 
won Burma’s independence 
from Britain and was assas- 
sinated in 1947, is tbe conn- 


Lebanese intellectuals 
take stand for democracy 


By Andrew Taraowski 
Reuter 


BEIRUT — A group of young 
intellectuals and professionals 
worried about die state of 
democracy and public life in 
Lebanon has banded together 
to campaign for real democra- 
cy in next month's parliamen- 
tary elections. 

They have launched a 
groundbreaking civic action 
movement to promote public 
awareness of democratic rights 
and monitor the election cam- 
paign and the vote. 

The group includes relatives 
of several well-known public 
figures dissatisfied with the 
traditional corruption of elec- 
tions and with the way public 
life has developed since 
Lebanon emerged from the 
1975-90 civil war under the 
tutelage of Syria, which has 
35.000 troops in the country. 

Grouped around the 
Lebanese Centre for Policy 
Studies (LCPS). a six-year-old 
Beirut think-tank, they have 
formed the Lebanese 
Association for the Democracy 
of Elections (LADE), whose 
emergence seems to have 
shocked the government. 

Lade's aims are to study 
Lebanon's electoral laws and 
election system. propose 
reforms and lobby for their 


implementation. It has also 
begun voter education and 
public awareness campaigns 
and plans to monitor the elec- 
tion campaign and as many 
polling stations as it can. 

“It is the first time anyone in 
Lebanon has proposed this and 
it has been a surprise to the 
interior ministry and the gov- 
ernment. and they have reacted 
negatively to it,” lADE's 
Secretary-General Paul Salem 
told Reuters. 

Interior Minister Michel Al- 
Murr refused to accept docu- 
ments LADE sent it to register 
as an association in April, and 
accused h of trying to usurp 
the ministry's role as election 
monitor. 

“This association wants to 
play the role of the interior 
ministry in the issue of tbe 
elections. „We will not hand 
over the state to. -Coven associ- 
ations which pretend to be democ- 
ratic and hide political goals,” Mr. 
Mur? said this month, hinting that 
be might cry legal action lo stop it 

LADE'S 40 founding members, 
mostly aged 35-40, come from 
across Lebanon's splintered sectar- 
ian spectrum. Mr. Salem is a Greek 
Orthodox political scifipee profes- 
sor at ihe American University Of 
Beirut whose father is a former 
foreign minister. He describes ihe 
group as secular, liberal intelli- 
gentsia. 



try’s greatest national hero. 
She became its real leader 
because she had great 
courage and political acu- 
men. And though her pres- 
ence in Burma at the right 
time was sheer chance, she 
was ready for her role. 

“1 only ask one thing,” she 
wrote to Michael Aris 
before they married; “that 
should my people need me, 
you would help me to do 
my duty by them.... If we 
love and cherish each other 
as much as we can while we 
can... love and compassion 
will triumph in the end.” 

Suu Kyi has not left 
Burma since 1988, and she 
bas only seen her husband 
and sons a few brief times. 
In September 1988, tbe 
army drowned tbe popular 
protests in blood; thousands 
were shot down in the 
streets. The generals dared 
not kill Suu Kyi, but they 
put her under strict house 
arrest And then, believing 
that they bad cowed the 


public, they held elections 
in 1990. 

“They are like a chess 
player who only thinks one 
or two moves ahead,” Suu 
Kyi said recently about ber 
tormentors. In 1990, they 
completely miscalculated: 
82 per cent of tbe Burmese 
voted for Sou Kyi’s party, 
the National League for 
Democracy, giving it 392 
out of 485 seats. So the gen- 
erals just arrested most of 
those elected and annulled 
tbe results. 

Since then, tbe Burmese 
army has doubled in size, to 
half a million men. It gob- 
bles up over half of the 
national budget, and takes 
huge rake-offs from the 
heroin trade (Burma bas 
become tbe world's largest 
producer). But Suu Kyi was 
awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1991, and the gen- 
erals are bated just as much 
now as they were five years 
ago. 

Ne Win. now well into his 


80s, remains tbe power 
behind tbe scenes. His front 
men axe people of the kind 
of General Khin Nyint, the 
secret police chief whose 
main contribution to world 
literature is a tract entitled: 
“The conspiracy of treaso- 
nous minions within 
(Burma) and traitorous 
cohorts abroad”. They have 
taken new heart from 
ASEAN's tacit blessing of 
their rule, and from the 
scores of potential foreign 
investors who come sniffing 
around in search of quick 
returns from Burma’s oil 
and timber. 

Suu Kyi's house arrest 
was lifted a year ago as part 
of tbe regime's attempt to 
curry favour with foreign 
investors. Now every 
Saturday thousands of 
Burmese defy the heavy 
secret police presence and 
gather outside her father's 
rundown house in Rangoon 
to bear her speak, and the 
regime dares not interfere. 


But she is a Mandela with- 
outa De Klerk to talk to: the 
regime does not know how 
to quit gracefully.- 

The foreign investors are 
not helping. As South 
African Bishop Desmond 
Tutu, another Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, said recently: 
“International pressure can 
change tbe situation in 
Burma. Tough sanctions, 
not ‘constructive engage- 
ment’, finally brought about 
a new South Africa. This is 
tbe only language that 
tyrants understand.” 

But ASEAN never takes 
stands, and Britain sabo- 
taged a recent European 
Union attempt to agree on 
sanctions. 

In terms of cruel and 
incompetent dictators, 
Burma is right up there with 
North Korea and Nigeria, 
but Aung San Suu Kyi does 
not despair. “There will be 
change,” she explained 
recently, “because all they 
have is guns.” 


LETTERS 


In the kitchen 


or at the helm ? 


To the Editor 


I STARTED reading tbe article entitled “Islamic coun- 
cil recommends 19-point plan for economic recovery” 
(Jordan Times, July 30, 1996) with interest and then 
dismay. 

While I find it commendable that tbe Council of 
Islamic Organisations and Societies in Jordan (CIOSJ) 
should take it upon themselves to come up with a pro- 
gramme for the government “to help improve the coun- 
try’s economic situation and help adjust the balance of 
payments,”I see no justifiable reason for them to target 
women so unjustly in their programme. They do that in 
point 16, in which they recommend employing males as 
secretaries for ministers rather than females because 
“males need the job to support families while a female 
is supported by her parents or husband” 

They add that many secretaries spend their income on 
“buying non-essential commodities... (aod) luxury 
items. Some of the female secretaries come from 
wealthy families and only want to kill time at work and 
so deprive the ueedy'of earning an income.” 

I must have missed the latest study on ministers' 
female secretaries and the dispersal of their income, on 
which CIOSJ's last point was based! 

The studies that I have read and which were high- 
lighted at the Fourth World Conference on Women in 
Beijing last year showed that women who were granted 
loans/financial aid tend to reinvest 97 per cent of it into 
raising tbe living standard of their families, their chil- 
dren’s education, etc., whereas men would invest less 
than half of that amount into improving their families’ 
well-being. Women are now being cited as a safer cred- 
it risk then men, to which the meteoric success of tbe 
Grameen Bank attests. 

I do not mean in this letter to pit meu against women, 
but 1 find it botb deplorable and disappointing that an 
economic recovery programme would recommend the 
removal of women from their jobs for incongruous and 
unsubstantiated reasons. 

The next step, I suppose, would be to suspend educa- 
tion for women (since they are not going to work any- 
way, what’s the use of investing so much money in 
them?) and leave them at home-pregnant a^d bare foot 
in the kitchen. 


ously one without any purpose or objective. 

One plausible thought that did cross my mind was that 
he was upset that the ancient Greeks did not classify 
memorising dictionaries as an Olympic sport, or tbat 
their descendants did not include Greek mythology as 
one either. 

What baffled me was that someone with such 
undoubted sophistication and culture would actually 
contemplate spending his July evenings in front of a 
television set, be it in die absence of Olympic coverage 
or even with the Olympics going on, as seems to be tbe 
case. And what baffled me even more was that while 
claiming that he had no interest whatsoever in either the 
Olympics 'or TV coverage of them, Mr. Kassay knows 
every little detail about the television coverage of these 
games. 

He obviously has something against the Olympics. It 
simply does not stand to reason to have admirable ath- 
letes from around the world competing in tbe Atlanta 
Gaines dismissed by him as idiots who should not even 
bother. A discipline with millions of obviously “abnor- 
mal” enthusiasts around tbe world was brushed aside by 
him as nothing but a futile attempt to “heave a large 
lump of iron upwards...” I suppose one could argue the 
same about tbe space shuttle; after all it is nothing but a 
large lump of metal that hurls itself upwards...! Who 
cares about die discovery of tbe worlds beyond any- 
way? ‘ 

As for those of us who do speak Arabic and ma y not 
be terribly conversant with some sports, believe it or 
not, some of us do appreciate the ru nnin g commentary 
by those gentlemen who have spent sleepless nights 
over the last fortnight to cover die events. Naturally, 
this does not pass without the occasional mistake or 
unnecessary remarks. You find this in every television 
or radio station. I remember watching the England vs. 
New Zealand rugby match last year when the mighty 
New Zealander, Jonah Lomu, was in the process of 
bulldozing half the English team, and tbe English TV 
commentator could only come up with: “I hear be has a 
very low IQ, you know...” as a “brilliant" contribution 
to the commentary! 

1 do not know how Mr. Kassay produced his theory 
tbat what you see on Channel 2 JTV in terms of almost 
continuous Olympic coverage is due to budgetary con- 
straints. If anything, it probably shows that JTV has 
gone slighdy over the top on this one. 

Finally, for those of us lesser mortals who speak 
English only as a second language, it might help if ihe 
Jordan Times could issue cut-away coupons for dictio- 
naries, so that the masses can find themselves better 


Nadine Shobailat, 
A mman. 


■ - VvllV* 

equipped to read and comprehend this beautiful weekly 
column. Right now, if I am given the choice between 


Who carries the day? 


spending my August evenings watching tbe Olympics 
or having foe Wednesday issue, of foe Jordan Times 
shoved under my nose.... I am afraid that Suleiman 
Bonngian and blinding-flasb-of-tixsobvious commen- 
taries would- carry the day! 


To the Editor: 


CENTURIES AGO, foe Muslims create one of the most 
powerful empires known to mankind. Centuries before 
that foe Persians had created another such empire along 
with foe Romans, the Greeks and many other civilisa- 
tions,. Centuries' old traditions continue to form the 
essence of our .daily lives in many respects. One such 
tradition is foe Olympic Games. 

At first, I did not know what to make of Ali Kassay* s 
magnificent last column ‘namin' games” Jordan 
Times, July 31, 1996). I later, however, realised that it 
was simply a magnificent piece of writing, but obvi- 


Nasser S. Judeh, 
Director, JTV, 
Amman, 
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£ UStoms men § et X-ray eyes... but some say fancy gadgets 


IN FUTURE the only way 
to protect your modesty 
beftae boarding a plane 
may be to wear lead-lined 
underwear, writes Steve 
Connor, science correspon- 
dent A new X-ray machine, 
designed to combat terror- 
ists and drug smugglers, 
stnp searches” people by 
producing nude images. 

British authorities are 
studying trials of the device 
closely, but even a cursory 
glance reveals its potential 
as an ogler’s delight. 
Designed to reveal bidden 
soft objects missed by nor- 
mal security detectors, the 
new machine gives a clear 
picture of whether you are 
an Adonis or an Aphrodite 
— or not 

“The image is not like 
seeing something in Play- 
boy magazine. Bot there is 
no question you can tell a 
man from a woman,” said 
H a m e r Boynton, a consul- 
tant to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), who 
has assessed the American- 
made machine. Operators 
can focus on suspicious 
details at the touch of a but- 
ton. 

British customs, airports, 
prisons and the House of 
Commons are studying the 
machine, which is a signifi- 
cant advance on current 
security detectors. 

The low doses of X-rays 
produced by the machine 
are able to penetrate cloth- 
ing but are partly reflected 
by he skin. A detector cap- 
tures the reflected rays, 
which can then be used to 
build up a detailed image of 
the “naked” body. 

Hard objects, such as 
guns and knives, are easily 
identified, as are non- 
metallic objects such as 
bags of cocaine or body 
belts stuffed with plastic 
explosives, the weapon 
favoured by suicide 
bombers. 

Security officials at the 
Palace of Westminster have 
studied the device but have 
so far declined to test it on 


visitors, let alone MPs. “I 
don’t think MPs would like 
their constituents screened 
m a naked situation,” said 
Matthew Heaton, European 
director of American Sci- 
ence and Engineering, the 
machine’s manufacturers. 

Officials at HM Customs 
have tested the machine as 
a possible alternative to 
strip searching, which has 
to take place in the pres- 
ence of a doctor. The only 
disappointment is that it 
fails to detect small quanti- 
ties of drugs hidden inside 
body orifices. 

The customs service and 


prisons are likely to be the 
first to use the machine in 
Britain because of the limi- 
tations of existing metal 
detectors, according to 
Heaton. 

Some American prisons 
are already using the 
machine and airports are 
likely to introduce it within 
the next few years, accord- 
ing to a report by a Federal 
Aviation Administration 
(FAA) scientific commit- 
tee, though questions of pri- 
vacy will have to be 
resolved first, particularly 
as people and incidents 
filmed by closed-circuit 


television security systems 
have previously been sold 
on video for entertainment. 

Such considerations are 
less sensitive outside the 
public services, however. A 
leading gold merchant is 
likely to become the first 
private customer for the 
machine in Britain, says 
Heaton. He intends using 
the device to ensure that 
gold leaf is not smuggled 
from his premises. 


The Sunday Times 



don ’t do the intelligence work 


The X-ray security machine strips suspects down 


By Joseph Finder 

WELLFLEET, . Massa- 
chusetts — Whether or 
not the crash of TWA 
Flight S00 was caused by 
terrorists, Americans are 
demanding heightened 
airport security to ensure 
against another tragedy. 
Indeed, security mea- 
sures at airports must be 
enhanced, but people are 
deluding themselves if 
they think this is the way 
to prevent terrorist 
attacks. 

Even the most sophisti- 
cated luggage scanners 
are enormously limited. 
It is not something that 
airline or law enforce- 
ment officials are com- 
fortable talking about, 
but the million-doll ar 
machines we have been 
hearing so much about 
lately — the ones that 
have been installed in 
only three American air- 
ports — are still of limit- 
ed value. They may rep- 
resent an improvement at 
detecting plastic explo- 
sives, but they are unlike- 
ly to be reliable at detect- 
ing certain other forms of 
explosives. 

These machines, which 
use a mix of X-ray and 
CAT-scan technology to 
generate three-dimen- 
sional images of what is 
inside bags, are pro- 
grammed to locate sub- 
stances that have the den- 
sity of plastic explosives. 
But many explosive 
materials, like foams or 
liquid rocket propellants, 
have a lower density than 
plastic, are almost as 
powerful and can escape 
detection. 

Terrorists will always 
figure out a way to defeat 
whatever security mea- 
sures are put into place. 


They always have. 

What, then, can be done 
to prevent attacks? Early 
warnings of terrorist 
plots can be provided by 
good intelligence, but 
here, too, there are great 
constraints. It is extreme- 
ly difficult, sometimes 
impossible, to penetrate 
| terrorist organisations. 


money and patience, and 
rarely shows results. It is 
not surprising that in the 
last decade or so the CIA 
has cut back drastically 
on human intelligence. 
But that is a mistake. 

The FBFs counterter- 
rorist abilities are 
impressive, but without 
die support of intelli- 


“ What are terrorists, or would- 
be terrorists, to make of a 
nation that retaliates forcefully 
by bombing Iraq’s intelligence 
headquarters after learning of a 
plot to assassinate former Pres- 
ident George Bush, yet hesitates 
to go after the Libyan bombers 
who brought down Pan Am 
Flight 103?” 


There is a role for tech- 
nical intelligence agen- 
cies, chiefly the U.S. 
National Security 
Agency and its British 
equivalent, the govern- 
ment communications 
headquarters. They are 
quite skilled at intercept- 
ing communications — 
voice, data, faxes — 
around the world and 
combing them for certain 
“trigger* words in a des- 
ignated string order. 

Such intercepts rely on 
locating targets, which 
can be done only by. 
human intelligence. To 
recruit the people who 
are well placed takes 


gence agencies tbey will 
remain ineffectual at pre- 
venting terrorist inci- 
dents. 

Both the CIA’s and the 
Defence Intelligence 
Agency’s counterterror- 
ism abilities remain woe- 
fully undeveloped and a 
low priority. In the CIA, 
counterterrorism is not 
an area where many are 
likely to make a career; 
the probability of suc- 
cess, after all, is low.. 

Intelligence insiders 
complain of being ham- 
pered by all manner of 
bureaucratic problems. 
We’re awfully good at 
collecting data, they say. 


and even better at “brief- 
ing" it, but we’re weak at 
putting it into a usable 
form. Analysts spend far 
too much time chasing 
data and not enough time 
analysing it 

And there is a larger 
problem. As a people, we 
Americans tend to react 
in fits and starts. We 
lurch from isolationism 
to the gung-ho patriotism 
of the Gulf war and back 
again. What are terror- 
ists, or would-be terror- 
ists. to make of a nation 
that retaliates forcefully 
by bombing Iraq’s intelli- 
gence headquarters after 
learning of a plot to 
assassinate former Presi- 
dent George Bush, yet 
hesitates to go after the 
Libyan bombers who 
brought down Pan Am 
Flight 103?. 

America's is a culture 
of seat belts and air bags. 
We believe we have a 
natural right to a risk-free 
environment, and we are 
appalled when the fallacy 
of that belief is brought 
home. 

We have been astonish- 
ingly lucky. Band-Aid 
measures like the use of 
more and more sophisti- 
cated detection gadgetxy 
may reassure a jittery 
public, but they are no 
substitute for facing the 
multipolar threats of a 
post-cold war world 
head-on. 

The writer is author of 
the novel " The Zero 
Hour”. This article is 
reprinted from the 
International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


my pn*-' - .* 

4eg$l tjujt. ! 

5.” 

earn* -r ^ ■ 
JfeT a * . - * 


s.>- 



■ i "': 

afiVnd v ’ • • ■ 

i$ tfc. 1 bu-’j" r > 

Is vat. ir** 


t -inJSSj*' t - 

iftki *• If* ■ 

CS* « ■. -f 
h y 

( •t#' ?--• 

-..sac** ii 1 *' ** 
a i fofiV 

*.**!*> ‘ 

a •* 1 

wa« * —* •’ ' 

• *&»*'*’-- ■' ' 
«C fer : 

. r " 

V * ' - 

isfA'Sft-.J.V 

- 

JUf > ’ 

r { hf . 

» r •' 
J ' 


t;j * \.h 


<Sx ^ • 

* 

d ■'* 

fcfciiv' - 
tej -**’<{*■ - 

* it i ;*-• - 
kU ***'■■ • ’ 7 

■Jar***^ . 

‘ 1 

fLr~ 

tfx 



r S. 






World’s oldest tyrannosaur found in Thailand 


By Robert Birsel 

Reuter 

PHU WIANG, Thailand — 
Dinosaur bones found in a 
Thai forest suggest the fero- 
cious tyrannosaurus rex, the 
king of dinosaurs that 
stalked pxe-hisroric North 
America, originated in 
Asia. 

. A joint Thai-French team 
has discovered the fos- 
silised remains of a 
dinosaur they think is the 
gr andfathe r of all tyran- 
nosanrs, 20 million years 
older than the oldest speci- 
men of the fierce, meat-eat- 
ing dinosaur previously 
found. 

“We have found that 
many of die characteristics 
are the same as the tyran- 
nosaurs though more primi- 
tive,” Thai researcher Var- 
avudh Suteethorn said of 
the dinosaur. 

The creature has been 
dubbed siamotyrannus isa- ■ 
nensis, from Thailand’s for- 
mer name, Siam, and the 
name of the northeastern 
Is an region of the country 
where it was found. 

“It has. more similarities 
to the tyrannosaurs than any 
other carnivore, it’s the 
same family,” said Mr. Var- 
avudh, Thailand’s leading 
palaeontologist, who works 
with the industry ministry’s 
Department of Mineral 
Resources. 

The remains of the near- 
ly-complete skeleton, 
which is about 120 million 
years old, were found 
embedded in rock in a for- 


est in the Pbu Wiang 
National Park in Khon 
Kaen Province in 1994. 

“We think the tyrannosaur 
evolved in this area and 
then dispersed to other 
areas,” Mx. Varavudh told 
Reuters. 

“At that time all the conti- 
nents were one, tbey had 
not separated yet, so we 
think it dispersed and then 
after that the continents 
separated,” he said. 

The tyrannosaurus rex has 
been found only in North 
America and lived some 50 
million years after the 
siamotyrannus isanensis. 

The Thai creature was 
about 6.5 metres long, 
about half the size of the 
tyrannosaurus rex, reflect- 
ing a natural tendency for 
all animal s to grow in size 
as they evolve, as long as 
the conditions are right, Mr. 
Varavudh said. 

Though the remains of 
some 10 different dinosaur 
species have been discov- 
ered in Thailand, most have 
been herbivorous 

sauropods — plant-eating 
dinosaurs which walked on 
all four legs and had long 
necks and long tails. 

The siamotyrannus isa- 
neosis is the first near-com- 
plete fossilised carnivorous 
dinosaur found in Thailand. 
The animal was bipedal, 
walking mostly on its rear 
legs with a short neck and 
short forelegs, good for 
grabbing and holding prey. 

To the disappointment of 
Mr. Varavudh and his team, 
the siamotyrannus isanensis 


is missing its bead. 

“It’s very rare to find a 
dinosaur head It’s fragile, 
made of small bones, light- 
ly built and it decays and 
disappears very easily,” Mr. 
Varavudh said 

The first dinosaur remains 
were discovered in Thai- 
land by geologists prospect- 
ing for uranium in 1976. 
Systematic searches and 
excavations by joint Tbai- 
French teams were started 
in the early 1980s. 

Researchers soon realised 
that the best dinosaur 
remains in southeast Asia 
were dotted just below the 
surface of northeast Thai- 
land 

The relative abundance of 
dinosaur fossils is not 
because prehistoric Thai- 
land covered in simple 
ferns and fern trees, was a 
particularly hospitable 
environment for the ani- 
mals. 

Their remains have sur- 
vived so well in Thailand, 
as well as in parts of China 
and India, because of an 
accident of^eology. 

“Only sedimentary rock 
can preserve fossils,” Mr. 
Varavudh said adding that 
such stone is found oo, or 
just below, the top soil, 
across much of northeastern 
and northern Thailand 
‘Igneous (volcanic) or 
metamorphic rock cannot 
preserve fossils.” 

In neighbouring Kalasin 
Province Mr. Varavudh and 
his team are excavating a 
site about the size of a ten- 
nis court which contains the 



Thai researchers examine the fossilised remains of a dinosaur at a jungle site in northeatera Thailand (Reuter photo) 


remains of several herbivo- 
rous dinosaurs. 

Ml Varavudh said the site 
must have been a bend in a 
prehistoric river where the 


carcasses of die dead ani- 
mals drifted and were 
trapped and quickly cov- 
erai by layers of silt. 

. That silt is now rock 


which the researchers chip 
away at with chisels to 
reveal the fossilised skele- 
tons. 

Mr. Varavudh hopes that 


one day a museum will be 
built where the fossils can 
be pieced together and 
exhibited but for the time 
being he and his team con- 


tinue their digging and their 
search for more remains on 
a shoe-string. 

“Palaeontology does not 
get a big budget,” he said 


PNA court jails 3 policemen 


(Continued from page 1) 

After the clashes a fact-find- 
ing committee comprised of 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) leaders and cabinet 
minig ens was established and 
met on Saturday with commu- 
nity leaders in Tulkarm. 

Ibrahim Hadaydeh was 
killed on Friday when some 
2,000 protesters stormed a 
Tulkarem jail tieeing 40 
Hamas prisoners. The inmates 
surrendered later in ibe day to 


PNA police after taking part in 
Hadaydeh’s funeral, a Hamas 
official said. The protesters 
were demanding the re l ea s e of 
imprisoned relatives bn hunger 


j hundreds of 
ifter a suicide 
February and 
19 people in 


’alesrin- 


44, but the Palestinian news 
agency WAFA quoted an offi- 
cial source saying Hamas gun- 
men killed the naan by opening 
fire on the crowd and blaming 
Hamas for instigating the riot- 

On Saturday Hamas called 
for an uprising and renewed 
attacks against Israel to avenge 
the two deaths. 

Hamas accused the PNA of 
“ selling our to Israeli occu- 
piers - and “depriving Pales- 
tinians of their rights” by serv- 
ing the interests of the Jewish 
state. 

“Hamas considers the events 


in Tulkarem and Nablus as the 
beginning of a popular upris- 
ing against the Palestinian 
Authority,” the statement said. 

The group rejected Mr. 
Arafat's charges that it was 
behind the unrest It also reiter- 
ated its call for the release of its 
members hdd in Palestinian 
jails. 

“We call upon our fighters 
in the Izzeddine Al-Qassam 
brigades-.To strike Zionist tar- 
gets in response to the crimes 
of Arafat’s authority and his 
militias.'’ said a Hamas state- 
ment. 


Aideed’s factions spurn Ali Mahdi’s peace offer 


(Continued from page 1) 

“We fight among our- 
selves and we know what we 
are doing. But if someone 
comes and colonises us, it is 
the worst.” 

Mr. Kanyare denied 
Aideed, 62, was assassinated 
or even shoL "His own 
spokesmen said on Friday he 
(tied of a heart attack during 
an operation on wounds after 
he was shot several times. 

“Some people speculated 


be was wounded in war and 
then he died. But that’s bull- 
shit It is not true. We know 
he died of a bean attack,” 
said Ml Kanyare, adding 
that oo one was to blame. 

Ordinary Somalis were 
unsuroand divided on Satur- 
day over whether Aideed’s 
death increased the chances 
for an end to war. 

“I despair of peace ” 26- 
year-old Asha Mohammad 
said with bitter resignation 
from bo* bed in a north 


Mogadishu hospital 

Asha, six months preg- 
nant, was hit by a bullet on 
July 25 during clashes in tbe 
southwest Mogadishu dis- 
trict of medina, a day alter 
aides said Aideed was shot 
in fighting in tbe area. 

The round that hit Asha 
slammed into her uterus, 
killing her foetus and sever- 
ing an artery in her upper 
leg. Surgeons removed the 
dead foetus and said tbe 
mother of three would soon 


leave hospital to her hus- 
band. 

More than 10,000 people, 
many wailing and wiping, 
attended the funeral on Fri- 
day of their leader and self- 
declared president, whose 
rag-tag fighters humiliated 
tbe might of the U.S. mili- 
tary in 1993 and poshed 
UiJ. peacekeepers out in 
1994. 

The “foreign minister” 
appointed by Aideed blamed 
the European Union Satur- 
day for all the fighting in 
Somalia. 
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World oil discovery 


slump hits reserves 


Yemen says economy 
improving with reforms 


Saudi budget deficit 
sharply up in 1995 


: LONDON (R) — There’s 
no danger just yet of world 
oil reserves running dry. 
-But 1995 again failed to 
.-unearth sufficient deposits 
.to replace the vast volumes 
;of crude consumed each 
: year; a leading consultancy 
-has said 

Despite new technology 
'which has slashed explo- 
ration costs and allowed 
access to previously non- 
C commercial fields, new 
'world oO discoveries last 
-'year slumped badly, Gene- 
■'va-based Petroconsultants 
- < said is as annual survey. 

: ‘The failure of explo- 

- ration to replace current 
'-'produfction was a common 

phenomenon worldwide,” 
Petroconsultants said. “Of 
- the significant oil-produc- 
ing nations in the world, 

! only Algeria, Colombia, 

• Congo, Pakistan and Viet- 

- nam added more liquids 
..'reserves than they pro- 
I duced.” 

1 But while oil reserves are 
sliding, the world’s natural 
gas potential is still on the 
op, Petroconsultants said. 


“World oil production is 
likely to peak around the 
end of the century. Atten- 
tion will then increasingly 
turn to gas, which may not 
peak for another 20 years" 
the report said. 

Wildcat exploration wells 
could eke out only an extra 
5.7 billion barrels of oil, 45 
per cent less than the 10.4 
billion found in 1994, the 
survey said. 

Discoveries last year were 
down 61 per cent from an 
average over the last nine 
years of 13.7 billion bar- 
rels. By comparison world 
production in 1995 totalled 
24.6 billion barrels or 
around 67.3 million barrels 
per day (bpd). 

Global reserves fell for 
the tenth year in a row, the 
survey said 

Worldwide reserves by. 
the end of last year had 
slipped to 939 billion bar- 
rels from 95S billion the 
year before and were nine 
per cent below the 1.034 
trillion still available in 
1986. 

At current rates of pro- 


duction, and assuming no 
more discoveries, the world 
would have 38 years of 
crude reserves left. By 
comparison in 1986, when 
production was lower, there 
were 48 years of reserves 
left. 

Wildcat drilling activity 
slowed significantly again 
last year with just 2,730 
wells compared with 2,943 
in 1994 and 6,297 in 1986. 

While production has 
already soaked up almost 
half of ail oil found to daze, 
gas output has used less 
tha n a third of discoveries 
so far. 

Gas discoveries in 1995 
rose to 50.8 trillion cubic 
feet from 46 trillion the 
year before but were well 
below the peak in the last 
decade of 156.2 trillion 
found in 1991. 

Reserves of 4,695 trillion 
feet at the end of 1995, 
although still smaller than 
oil, were a little down on 
the 4,726 trillion the year 
before but unchanged from 
30 years ago. 


SANAA (R) — Yemen’s 
gross domestic product bad 
risen sharply and unem- 
ployment had fallen in the 
first year since it introduced 
economic reforms. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Aziz Abdol Ghani told a 
news conference in Sanaa 
that in the year since the 
reforms were introduced in 
March 1995, gross domes- 
: byproduct in- the impover- 
ished Arab country rose 
9.3 per cent compared with 
0.46 per cent in 1994. 

He said unemployment 
had fallen to 25 per cent by 
March 1996. Economists 
had estimated unemploy- 
ment at between 30 and 50 
per cent in 1994. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani said 
foreign currency assets at 
the central bank had risen 
to $900 million from $450 
millionatthestartof 1995. 

Yemen has raised prices 
of fuel and electricity, 
water and telephone rates 
as part of an economic 
reform programme 

launched in March 1995 in 
agreement with the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund. 


“We are currently hold- 
ing talks with the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund on the third 
stage of the reform pro- 
gramme under which 
Yemen will receive loans of 
up to $700 million over 
three years with interest of 
less than one per cent," Mr. 
Abdul Ghani said. 

Yemen has received loans 

worth milli ons of dollars* 
from several countries and 
international organisations 
under its reform plan. 

The prime minister said 
Yemen plans to go to the 
Paris Club of creditor 
nations to reschedule its 
$8.2 billion foreign debt. 

He said a Yemeni delega- 
tion will meet Paris Club 
officials in Paris on Sept- 
22 and 23. 

“We hope to get exemp- 
tions for about 60 per cent 
of Yemen’s debt of $8.2 bil- 
lion” he said. 

Mr. Abdul Ghani had said 
in May that the debt was 
incurred by north and south 
Yemen before they united 
in 1990 and that $6.5 bil- 
lion of it was owed to tire 
former Soviet Union. 


Turkey unveils ambitious revenue-raising package 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
’ Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan has 
unveiled an ambitious eco- 
nomic package aiming to 
raise $10 billion in the 
country’s fight against 
chronic ills of soaring infla- 
tion and big deficits. 

“The package will not 
only reduce inflation but 
also narrow the* budget 
deficit We are aiming at an 
inflation rate below the ear- 
lier target,” Mr. Erbakan 
told a news conference. 

■. The most recent- govern- 
ment forecast targets end- 
19§6 C annual wholesale 
pries' inflation 1 of 65 per 
cent, compared with 76.2 
per cent in June. 

Mr. Erbakan's pronounce- 
ments continued in (he 
same populist vein fol- 
lowed since he became 
Turkey’s first Islamist 
leader a month ago, with 
little indication of the 
.timetable for reaching the 
bold targets. 

The package stressed a 


revenue-strategy rather than 
the tough stance on spend- 
ing sought by the financial 
community. 

State property sell-offs, 
accelerated privatisation 
and proposed foreign cur- 
rency debt issues were tar- 
geted as potential revenue 
sources. 

The government subse- 
quently announced a 101 
per cent rise in the mini- 
mum wage, giving further 
evidence of the populism 
which Mz Erbakan herald- 
ed with a hefty 50 per cent 
wage rise for civil servants. 

The minimum wage for 
workers over 16 years of 
age will rise to a gross 
17.01 million lira ($203) a 
month, from the current 
8.46 million. 

While analysts fear such 
actions could inflate an 
already gaping budget 
deficit, Mr. Erbakan said 
the new package could 
halve the deficit, forecast to 
reach 1300 trillion lira 
($15.6 billion) in 1996, 


compared with a previous 
forecast of 861 trillion and 
the 317 trillion in 1995. 

The package showed fur- 
ther the influence of the 
free-market economic poli- 
cy of his conservative coali- 
tion partner, the True Path 
Party of former Premier 
Tansu Ciller rather than the 
radical. anti-Western poli- 
cies advocated by Mr. 
Erbakan in the past. 

A major plank in the gov- 
ernment strategy involves 
improving the maturity and 
cost structures of domestic 
■ borrowing by issuing debt 
paper mToret^n denomina- 
tions or nixing it to for- 
eign currencies. Excluding 
this, the package aims to 
raise 575 trillion lira. 

Mr. Erbakan sought to 
attract more funds from 
Turkish workers abroad by 
lowering the threshold of 
special foreign currency 
bank accounts to 30,000 
marks from 50,000 marks 
and to $15,000 from 
$25,000. ’ The minimum 


maturities on such deposits 
will be reduced to two years 
from three, he said. 

Turkey's 10-year-old pri- 
vatisation programme, 
stalled by legal challenges 
and political opposition, 
will be accelerated after the 
imminent passage of a new 
law on the privatisation of 
state telecommunication 
company Turk Telekom and 
the rapid sale of stare- 
owned Eubank. 

The government raised its 
target for earnings from the 
sale of state land and build- 


ings to 450 trillion lira over 
three years, after previously 
saying it aimed to raise 300 
trillion from the sell-offs. It 
gave no indication of who 
the potential buyers for the 
property would be. 

Mr. Erbakan hinted at fur- 
ther populist measures to 
come. 

“God willing, our good 
news will continue to 
increase. The activation of 
our country’s resources is at 
the heart of tins good 
news,” he said. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia’s budget deficit 
soared by more than 50 per 
cent in 1995 despite higher, 
oil prices and plans to tackle 
the persistent shortfall, an 
official report has showed. 

The deficit stood at around 
23 billion Saudi riyals 
($6.13 billion ) in 1995 com- 
pared wife a shortfall of 15 
billion riyals ($4 billion ) 
.projected- earlier in the year, 
the Arab Corporation for 
Investment Guarantee 
(ACIG), said in its annual 
report on Arab economies 
and investments. 

The deficit occurred 
despite an increase in the 
Gulf kingdom's revenues by 
around II billion riyals 
($2.93 billion ) to 146 billion 
riyals ($38.9 billion ) mainly 
because of a $13 rise in oil 
prices in 1995. 

But the Kuwait-based 
ACIG attributed the deficit' 
to a sharp increase in expen- 
diture as the Saudi govern- 
ment was tempted by the oil 
price improvement Krrepay 
debts and replenish its* erod- 
ing international reserves. 

Spending was forecast at 
150 billion riyals ($40 bil- 
lion) when the budget was 
released in early January but 
by the end of 1995, it 
reached neatly 169 billion 
riyals ($45.03 billion), the 
report said. 

“The actual deficit in the. 
Saudi budget accounted for 
around five per cent of the 
gross domestic . product 
(GDP) in 1995 but it is far 
lower than in 1994. when it 
reached nearly 8.8 per cent,” 
it said. 

Bankers said Saudi Arabia. 


which controls more than a 
quarter of the global proven 
crude reserves, took advan- 
tage of the increase in rev- 
enues to pay outstanding 
dues to local contractors and 
(he last instalment of around 
$1.8 trillion of a five-year- 
old debt to international 
banks. 

It also transferred part of 
the extra income to its for- 
eign reserves, "which; ■ have- 
plummetted over the past 
few years because of huge 
Gulf war costs. 

Such transfers were 
reflected in a large increase 
in the reserves, which 
reached around $11 billion 
in May compared with $7.4 
billion at the end of 1994. 

They were as high as $25 
billion in 1981. when crude 
prices were nearly double 
their current level and Saudi 
oil output peaked at 12 mil- 
lion barrels per day (bpd) 
compared with eight million 
bpd at present. 

“Saudi Arabia is trying to 
ease the debt burden and 
bolster its reserves, which is 
very important for economic 
recovery,” a Saudi banker 
said. 

“The government realises 
higher spending runs 
counter to its stated policy of 
curtailing expenditure but it 
believes the deficit remains 
manageable ” he added. 

The bankers said a farther 
improvement in crude prices 
in 1996 could help Saudi 
Arabia tackle a projected 
deficit of around $4.9 billion 
unless it is tempted again to 
increase expenditure through 
the year. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hmri Arnold and MUcs Aijprtan 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


It’s also 
stain resistant 


HORTT 


THE BETTER HALF ft 

^GasBEgeai 


By Glasbergen 


evaUmHUainMik 

MnpnntMMO. 


FLOTY 





REVEWS 


WHAT THE • ’ 
MIGHT CLUB- 
ENTERTAINER WHO 
eOLP CARPETING 
GAVE CUSTOMERS'. 


YOLDUC 


THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Kenworthy 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the -surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem : A 


ACROSS 
1 Weary 
6 Recoiled 
11 Wander 

14 Cat — fairs 

15 Handbag 

16 Chopper 

17 Examine in 
detail 

19 Foulard 

20 — do-well 

21 Image 

22 Fourth estate 
24 Bloody 

26 They are 
blessed 

27 Easy 
30 Rio — 

32 Astound 

33 Clubs and 
spades 

34 Letter from 
Greece 

37 Um 

38 Steps over a 
fence 

39 Practice for a 
bout 

40 Opp. of syn. 

41 In any way 

42 Violinist Isaac 

43 Advertising 
supplement 

45 Few and far 
between 

46 Sudden intake 
of air 

47 College official 

48 Pundit 

50 "l cannot tell — " 
52 Senator Bob 

56 Feline 

57 Uninvited one 

60 St. 

61 Scandinavian 

62 Sand hilts 

63 Legal matter 

64 Toured the 
slopes 

65 Toward the left 


111 M2 13 


“My cloud broke down over your 
house. Can I use your phone?” 


(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's I DOUGH RIVET HIATUS BEFOUL 

I Answer What the astronomer considered {ha distant 


Answer What the astronomer considered {ha distant 
constellation - OUT-EH SIGHT 


Peanuts 


[27 128 ]29 


Mi' ARM HURTS.. |'m 
NOT SURE I CAN 


134 [35 36 


1 52 1 53 1 54 155 



I THINK THROWING 
ALL THOSE CURVEBAlLS 
PUT TOO MUCH STRAIN 
ON MY ELBOU).. 


THOSE WERE 



Andy Capp 


0 1996 Tribune Media Services, inc 
All rights reserved 


DOWN 

1 Unite 

2 — of Cleves 

3 Swan or nose 
end 

4 Invigorate 


5 — Moines 

6 Piquant 

7 Author of "Les 
Miserables" 

8 Asian land 

9 Founded: abbr. 

10 Enriches 

1 1 Doorman's kin 

12 WWll alliance 

1 3 Low grades 

18 Radial or snow 
23 Cerise 

25 Bullfight cheer 

26 Spouse 

27 — bean 

28 To — 
(unanimously) 

29 Punishes 

30 Culpability 

31 Streamlet 
33 Asterisk 
35 Seamen 

*36 English 
composer 

38 Phase 

39 Fails to keep a 
date with 


j ' t j u 1 b 

T i |N|a 


..°J T I 


L . O |Q| K 

RH¥ 


G[A LjO 
TV A N 


TlH l E 

I aTl 
o T ■ 


_G[I VriE 

I D 


A ; P I S j I 


T Hi E 
R HU 
a |w N 

s« 


offfH.E j* 
YHm E 

IWtTa" c t 

?! 1 H E ~p 

N C EfO 


iRjJL E 
(A" I N 


|Wj A Y 

;n;s a 


CATC 
t‘r e k! 


HjA.G 


U RAIL 


P VlLjE 


tot 

PO L 

ITT i )m 

Tie s 

oiri T 


E G I O ' 

vie' r, 

1 N T_ 
LIE S 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


EOF 

OLE 


41 Allots 

42 Baden-Baden, 
for one 

44 Bus. gp. 

45 Vaticinalor 

47 Cubed 

48 Wound reminder 

49 Signal, in a way 


50 Italian 
commune 

51 — majesty 

53 Not that! 

54 Salacious look 

55 Formerly, once 

58 All rightf 

59 OK city 




HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 
4,1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. CarroU 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get busy wife 
tasks around the house 
today which have been pm 
off and which must be 
completed. Study your 
greatest desires and know 
how to promote tbein later 
tiiis evening for their max- 
imum profitability- 
TAURUS: (April 20 to ‘ 
May 21) This morning is a 
fine time to finish writing 
important letter to those in 
authority who can be of 
great assistance for your 
success. Visit close friends 
later this evening and you 
ra n have a fun tune 
together. This time togeth- 
er is due. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Complete those 
small tasks around the 
bouse today which must 
be completed. Dive into 
your bills later in the day, 
write the checks which 
must be sent and thereby 
you will be able to stop 
being concerned of the 
consequences. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) 
Restore your energies 
today by exercise or what- 
ever treatments ate best 
for you thereby yon can 
stay healthy. Pamper your- 
self later this evening with 
some special activities 
which will give your peace 
of mind. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Handle the secret per- 
sonal tasks today which 
are important and thereby 
you can gain great suc- 
cess. A good advisor can 
show you how to make 
greater progress later this 
evening in your career 
activities for the days 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Try' to be 
more understanding of a 
close friend who is. baying 
difficulties rnkj show that 
you are sympathetic. Be 
sure to dress with care 
today since your appear- 
ance is a reflection of your 
good taste and breeding 
towards others. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) This is a good 
day today to study your , 
career activities and deter- ' 
mine the best course of 
action to mate them suc- 
cessful, Be objective with 
one who can aid you with 
this. Avoid * getting too 
emotional. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) This is a 
fine morning today to 
study your newspaper and 
other periodicals for infor- 
mation which can * be of ■ 
assistance for you to mate 
additional income. Later 
this evening will be good 
for spending some quality 
time with your loved ones. 
SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You better finish 
the promises yon have 
made today to others, oth- 
erwise you could lose face 
in their eyes. Handle little 
tasks this evening which 
will please your mate and 
thereby you will ggm 
some additional apprecia- 
tion. 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Talking 
with fellow associates ^ 
today can give you a good ™ 
idea for some new project 
which has just been band- 
ed to you. More action is 
required this ev ening ' in 
some civic affair which 
you have taken upon your- 
self. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Take any 
health treatments today 
which you may need and 
you can gain the peace of 
mind which comes along 
with them. Become more 
dynamic and cheerful later 
this evening thereby and 
you can have some fun 
with your loved ones. 

PISCES; (February 20 to 

March 20) You have to 
tnake definite arrange* 
tnents today for recre* 
ational plans to be suc- 
cessful, be kind and con- 
siderate towards yonr 
loved ones and they will p 
reciprocate the gesture in 
many ways you cannot 
count. 

Birthstone of August: Peri* 
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French 
urged to be . 
friendlier to 
foreigners 

PARIS (AFP) - French 
people must leam to smile 
more at foreigners if they 
are to m a int ain Prance’s 
status as the world's num- 
ber one tourist destination, 
an official report has said. 
They must also be more 
prepared to speak foreign 
languages and be generally 

ntore hospitable, according 

to the study by the Social 
and Economic Coim-il 
(CES). 

**11 is time to m aty- the 
French understand their 
role in . making up the 
image of their country," it 
warned. 

France has 60 million 
visitors per year, brin gin g 
in some 57 billion francs 
($11.4 billion ) or 9.4 per 
cent of GDP, employing 
some one million people 
across the country. 

But amid a strong franc 
and a spate of terrorist 
attacks, the tourist industry 
has stagnated over the last 
four years, ringing alarm 
bells in the French treasury. 

CES rapporteur Fernand 
Chaussebourg, reporting 
the results of a survey of 
foreigners’ views of visits 
to France, said that French 
people were “smug, self- 
important and not very hos- 
pitable." 

One key area for 
improvement is bygeine in 
public places, which was 
highlighted as a cause for 
concern far many foreign 
visitors, according to the 
study. 

The French authorities 
are also weak on self-pro- 
motion, it said, noting that 
the country had an a nn ual 
tourism advertising budget 
of only 138 million francs 
($27 mflfibh ), two and half 
times less titan Britain, 
nine times less than Spain 
and 20 times less than Ire- 
land. 

The Disneyland Paris 
Theme Park east of Paris 
spends almost as much on 
promoting itself as the 
entire French state, it said. 

According to a recent 
study, the number of Euro- 
pean tourists visiting 
Fiance has slumped in the 
last year, and they are 
spending less when they 
get here. 

Britons are among the top 
countries shunning the 
country, with nearly 10 per 
cent fewer crossing the 
English C h a n nel in July 
than in the same month last 
year, according to the 
repeat by 100 tourifices. 


Dubai bets on business boom 
from Iraq’s oil-for-food deal 


DUBAI (AFP) _ Dubai, 
the Gulf’s trade hub, 
sxpects a boom in business 
wten Iraq gets the green 
light to start buying food 
and medicine under its oil- 
for-food deal with the Unit- 
ed Nations. 

Officials and company 
presidents told AFP that 
Dubai will play a major 
role as a way station for 
goods sent to Iraq. 

“Instead of making orders • 
(elsewhere) and waiting for 
them, they will be able to 
take direct delivery of the 
goods" from Dubai, said 
Ahmad AI B anna , director 
of research at the Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. 

“You find all kinds of 
goods in Dubai and at com- 
petitive prices. Dubai 
traders import in large 


quantities,” Mr. B anna said. 
In 1995, around $20 billion 
in non-oil goods were 
imported, exported or reex- 
ported from Dubai. 

Dubai, one of the seven 
member states of the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, “has 
huge warehouses, ports and 
an airport allowing it to 
meet the demands of neigh- 
boring countries," he said. 

“In the past there was.’ 
trade between Iraq and 
Dubai and these ties will 
without doubt be reestab- 
lished if there is a total or 
partial lifting of the embar- 
go" imposed on Baghdad 
after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, he said. 

Iraq has already contacted 
Dubai about the easing. of 
the embargo, renting two 
tug boats from the Dubai- 
based Mubarak Shipping 


Company needed to help 
ships move through the 
ma i n Iraqi ports at T imm 
Qasr andBasra. 

“The two tugs have arrived 
in Iraq," according to the 
company’s director, Jumaa 
Mubarak, who added that 
his firm was “ready to 
transport goods to this 
country when the (oikfor-. 
food) accord is finalised." 
He said that Dubai-based 

transport companies will 
have a big role to play in 
shipping goods to Iraq even 
if the imports come from 
other cities, since the emi- 
rate is the regional hub for 
the world’s freighters. 

Dubai and its free zone at 
Jebel Ali, the largest in the 
Middle East, serve other 
countries in the region with 
large cargo ships and tradi- 
tional wooden dhows. 


This suits Iraq which 
“lacks transfer facilities in 
its ports," which were dam- 
aged during the 1991 Gulf 
war and deprived of equip- 
ment because of tire embar- 
go, Mr. Jumaa said. 

Iraqi merchants have con- 
tinued to visit Dubai to bay 
goods which are exempt 
from the U.N. embargo. 

“They sometimes come to 
buy $100,000 or $200,000 
of sugar aod load it on a 
dhow bound for Iraq after 
getting approval from tire 
UJM. sanctions surveillance 
committee office in 
Bahrain,” said Jamal Al 
Ghurair, president of the 
Khaleej Sugar Company. 

The company’s refinery in 
Jebel Ali produces 2,400 
tonnes of sugar per day, 
with 60 per cent exported to 
neighbouring countries. 
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[ A review of news from the Arabic press 


Jordanian pharmaceuti- 
cal products to be given 
priority by Algeria 

** ALGERIA HAS decided to support 
tire Jordanian pharmaceutical industry by 
offering more facilities to Jordanian pro- 
ducers. According to Algerian trade Mmis- 
ter Abdul Karim Hashiawi, officials from 
Jordanian pharmaceutical companies will 
visit Algeria to assess needs and invest- 
ments opportunities. The minister said that: 
there are pharmaceutical industries in 
Algesia that produce medicines needed by 
Jordan. Me Hashiawi described the Jor- 
danian pharmaceutical industry as 
“advanced in production and quality" as 
well as adhering to international specifica- 
tions. He explained that Algeria imports 
$500 million of medicines each year from 
Europe but the priority will now be given 
to imports from Jordan (Al Aswaq). 


Investments reach 
JD253m during first six 
months of 1996 

' ** INVESTMENTS DURING the first ax 
months of this year exceed the total recorded 
for the whole of 1 995. According to sources at 
the Investment Promotion Corporation, 171 
new projects benefited from the investment 
promotion law during the first six months of 
1996. Industries accounted for largest portion 
with 138 projects followed by hotels (75\ 
agriculture (7). hospitals (5) and one project in 
the maritime' and railways sector The total 
investment of the project was nearly JD 253 
million, 63 per cent of which was for the 
industrial sector The percentage of invest- 
ments in the other sectors were: Hotels (16.8 
per cent), agriculture (6.68 per cent), hospitals 
(7.49 per cent) and the transport sector (0.03 
per cent). The foreign share of the total invest- 
ment amounted to JDS1 million or about 20 
per cent of the total (Al Dustour). 
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JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops' 
6th circle, Amman 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms 'm Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 -810609 
Fax: 810520 J 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your' colour film at 
our shop and get:- 
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Stuff* & (fafe 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

Uzsuxx Utlialna 
behind San Roclt 
Hotel 


Bank. Phone: 

Samfieh tel: 823891 
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I REIN T 

| ^ Doiu.xC' V lilds 

m) Annrti-irrcnK 
in Amman 
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Carl Lewis could 
miss 10th gold 


ATLANTA |R; — Carl 
Lewis’s chances of crown- 
ing his career and the trou- 
bled Olympics with a 
unique 1 0th gold medal 
hung in the balance Friday . 
and Nigerian long jumper 
Chioma Ajunwa scored one 
of the biggest upsets of the 
games. 

Exactly a week after a 
crude pipe bomb blasted a 
vicious shrapnel of screws 
and nails through crowds 
attending a rock concert in 
Atlanta's Centennial Olym- 
pic Park, it was briefly 
evacuated because of a sus- 
picious package. Police said 
it turned out to be a false 
alarm. 

Hundreds of relatives, 
friends and officials attend- 
ed funeral services for Alice 
Hawthorne, 44. who died in 
the park bomb blast after 
being hit by shrapnel. A 
Turkish cameraman also 
died and 110 people were 
hurt. 

There was still no sign of 
arrests or charges in the 
bombing, despite searches 
of current and former 
bomes of a private security 
guard who is the only 
known suspect. 

In the long jump. Ajunwa 
came back from a four-year 
ban for doping to give 
Nigeria its first ever gold, 
less than two months after 
returning to competition. 

She took the scalps of for- 


mer Olympic champion 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee and 
world charapioD Fiona May. 

Kenya continued its 12- 
year domination of the 
3.000 metres steeplechase 
but in surprise fashion, 
when Joseph Keter beat 
world record holder and 
champion Moses Kiptanui. 

There was a shock in the 
tennis too where American 
Lindsay Davenport upset 
world number three Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in the 
women's final. 

Great athletics perfor- 
mances could erase much of 
the memory of the problems 
that have dogged the Olym- 
pics and after Michael 
Johnson's breathtaking 200 
metres world record, a 10th 
gold medal for Carl Lewis 
would give the games a 
glamorous finale. 

American coaches said 
±ey were keeping their 
options open on whether to 
include Lewis in the team 
for the 4x100 metres relay 
final Saturday and give him 
a chance of an unprecedent- 
ed 10th gold. 

But asked if Lewis should 
be included, team captain 
Dennis Mitchell replied: *‘I 
don’t think at this point we 
need him.'’ 

Services for bomb victim 
Hawthorne were held in 
Albany, south of Atlanta 
where she lived, and Doug- 
las ville, where she grew up. 


In DougJasville, the prea- 
cher led prayers for the vic- 
tim of the bomber and in 
Albany a letter was read 
from President Bid Clinton 
vowing to catch the bom- 
bers. 

The Albany service was 
attended by Hawthorne’s 
14-year-old daughter Fallon 
who was injured in the 
blast. 

Johnson, whose astonish- 
ing performance in the 200 
metres Thursday was the 
defining moment of the 
Olympics, withdrew from 
the 4x400 metres relay after 
straining his right ham- 
string, losing his chance of 
a third gold after the unique 
200 and 400 double. 

The U.S. 400 relay team 
went on in the semifinal to 
clock the fastest time run in 
the United States and 
looked set for gold. 

Germany's soling crew, 
skippered by veteran li- 
chen Schuemann, captured 
the final gold of the Oly- 
mpic yachting regatta. 

But in another brickbat 
against the organisers, 
yachting’s governing body, 
the International Yacht 
Racing Union (TYRU) 
slammed Olympic officials 
for staging the events at 
Wassaw Sound near Savan- 
nah. The inaccessible loca- 
tion was a logistical night- 
mare for competitors, spec- 
tators and the media. 



Joseph keter of Kenya celebrates as he crosses the finish line after winning the gold 
medal in the men’s 3,000-metre steeplechase event on Aug. 2 at the Olympic stadium 
in Atlanta (Reuter photo) 

ITYi_OlvmDic coverage on Channel 2 fw 

Athletics men's marathon 

13:55-17:15 

Canoeing finals 

15:55.- 18:15 

Equestrian finals 

16=55 - 19:30- 

Handball men's final 

1950-21:20 . 

Rhythmic gymnastics 

19:55-22:15 

Boxing finals 

20:25 - 23.-00 

Equestrian ind. jump 

2055 - 22:45 . 

\blleybali men’s final 

21:20-23:45*' / 

Basketball ladies final 

01:25 - 03:40 

Closing ceremony 

03:55 - 06:59 



Chioma Ajunwa of Nigeria is shown as she competes in the finals of the women's long 
jump competition, winning the gold medal on Aug. 2 at the Olympic stadium in 
Atlanta. The gold is the firet Olympics long jump title for Nigeria (Reuter photo) 



Olympics schedule 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4 


athletics 

Men’s marathon 

BASKETBALL 

Women's gold and 
bronze medal 

BOXING 

Flyweight. feather- 
weight. light welter- 
weight, fight mid- 
dleweight, fight heavy- 
weight, super heavy- 
weight finals 

CANOE-KAYAK 

500 finals 

Men’s kayak and canoe 


single and double. 
Women’s kayak single 
and double 

EQUESTRIAN 

Individual jumping, 
semifinals and finals 


RHYTHMIC 

NASTICS 


GYM- 


Individual finals 

TEAM HANDBALL 

Men's gold and bronze 
medal match 

VOLLEYBALL 

Men's gold and bronze 
medal match 


Boys from the hood find it tough going against Cuban machine 


ATLANTA (AFP) — In 
the end the raw talent of 
the boys from the hood 
wasn't enoogh to match 
it with the Cuban boxing 
machine at the Olym- 
pics. 

Years of professional 
poaching have emptied 
the reserves of once 
bountiful amateur talent 
that the United States 
could by right caO upon. 

The U.S. may have the 
most Olympic gold with 
46 going into the Atlanta 
tournament, but since 
the fabulous seven-gold 
medal haul at Los An- 
geles in 1984, the Ame- 
ricans have won just 
four golds going into the 
Atlanta finals. 

Cuba, even after boy- 
cotting the 1984 and 
1988 Seoul Games, have 
13 golds at their fast two 
Olympic competitions, 
six in Moscow in 1980 
and seven at the last 
Barcelona Games. They 
have 19 in totaL 

By any measure the 
gap between the Carib- 
bean powerhouses and 
the U.S. has widened, if 
gauged by performances 
leading up to the Atlanta 
finals. 


The gulf was under- 
lined when one of 
American featherweight 
Floyd Mayweatber sha- 
ded Lorenzo Aragon 12- 
11 on poults in the quar- 
ter-finals. 

Nineteen year old 
Mayweather’s win was 
the first by a U.S. boxer 
over a Cuban opponent 
since- Leon- • Spinks 
stopped Sixto Soria ip 
the light heavyweight 
final at the 1976 Mont- 
real Games 
Cuba, who take ideo- 
logical glee in beating 
Americans in the ring, 
especially by knockout, 
have won 13 of 19 bouts 
against the U.S. 

The Americans may 
talk up a good fight, 
while the Cubans shun 
publicity, but in essence 
the substance was not 
there for head coach AI 
Mitchell and his group 
of minority miscreants. 

Much was made before 
the Olympics of the 
dubious character refer- 
ences of Mitchell's 
troupe and the refusal of 
host broadcaster NBC to 
consign boxing coverage 
to delayed highlights 
screened in the early 


hours of the morning in 
deference to its female 
audience. 

That seemed incongru- 
ous given the parallels of 
American boxing icons, 
Mohammad Ali and 
Evander Holyfield's pre- 
sence at the Atlanta ope- 
ning ceremony, indeed 
the ailing Mohammad 
Ali . was* deemed the 
Americairiv athlete con- 
sidered appropriate 
enough to light .the 
Olympic flame. 

Discipline was always 
going to be a handful for 
taskmaster Mitchell. 

The boxers’ back- 
grounds symbolise the 
endemic modern-day 
pressures of crime-rid- 
den U.S. big dty life. 

Super heavyweight 
Lawrence Clay-Bey, a 
warder, has been ac- 
cused of sexual assault, 
heavyweight Nate Jones 
has spent time for armed 
robbery, light-heavy- 
weight Antonio Tarver is 
a reformed crack addict, 
light middleweight Da- 
vid Reid had allegations 
of assault dropped by his 
girlfriend just before the 
games and Floyd May- 
weather's father is inside 


convicted of cocaine 
trafficking. 

Mitchell has always 
worked under the spec- 
tre of promoters sitting 
ringside ready to plun- 
der more of his yoong 
team and further dimin- 
ishing the pool of ama- 
teur talent. 

He has had motivation- 
al problems with several 
of his youngsters; on one 
occasion enraged assis- 
tant coach Jesse Ravelo 
punched a hole in a wall 
trying to get world 
champion Tarver, dis- 
tracted by outside inter- 
ests, to focus on the job 
at hand. 

Other boxers have dis- 
regarded advice from 
their corner and paid the 
price in points decisions 
and the sporting behav- 
iour of some of the beat- 
en Americans has left a 
lot to be desired in com- 
parison with other na- 
tions, significantly Cuba. 

Those who said the 
Cubans were too old 
were off beam — Felix 
Savon, Ariel Hernandez, 
Hector Vinent and Joan 
Hernandez, are still win- 
ning and the team has 
shown little instability 


even following the defec- 
tion of Olympic champi- 
on Joel Casamayor and 
world champion Ramon 
Garbey before the 
Olympics. 

The computer scoring 
system, adopted at the 
Barcelona Olympics in a 
search for equitable re- 
sults, has annoyed box- 
ers and fans alike with 
those adept at manipu- 
lating the computer with 
jabs and straight punch- 
es preferred to the more 
popular all-action fight- 
ers. 

When Tong an super 
heavyweight Paea Wolf- 
gram upset the odds 
with a pulsating win 
over Cuban Rubaicaba 
Alexis in the quarter- 
finals he became an 
instant hero, with the 
Americans shouting 
‘Tonga, Tonga.’ 

It’s a shame when 
Wo If gram’s refreshing 
natural performance is 
the exception rather 
than the rule in the con- 
trolled world of amateur 
boxing. 


Atlanta clutter draws comparison with L.A. 


ATLANTA (R) — Eccentric 
Californians staged the ni- 
hilist games in Los Angeles 
12 years ago because they 
felt the real Olympics were 
getting too serious. 

The souvenir T-shirt de- 
picted an athlete putting the 
shor — but the shot had a 
smoking fuse. 

It seemed funny at the 
time, but the Olympic joke 
went sour last week when a 
real bomb in Atlanta's Cen- 
tennial Park left two dead 
and over 100 injured. 

The bombing drew 
inevitable comparisons with 
the 1972 Munich Olympic 
massacre in which 11 Israeli 
athletes were murdered by 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

But in most other respects 
the general style of the At- 
lanta Games bears much 


closer resemblance to the 
commercial hype and vul- 
garity of the Los Angeles 
Olympics. 

The dollar bill reigns sup- 
reme in Atlanta as it did in 
Los Angeles. 

The 19S4 nihilist games 
also staged a marathon over 
a distance of one yard (.me- 
tre) because it seemed silly 
to run further. 

That also carried an echo 
from the 1972 Olympics in 
which an imposter “won" 
the marathon and then said 
he had devised the hoax 
because the games had be- 
come too serious. 

When Atlanta was bidding 
for the games it knew the 
mandarins of the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) had been less than 
thrilled at the extent to 


which Los Angeles — the 
only candidate for 19S4 
after the costly mistakes of 
Montreal in 1976 — had 
had them over a barrel. 

Fearing it might be tarred 
with the Los Angeles brush. 
Atlanta deliberately set out 
to create the impression that 
the city was somehow sepa- 
rate from the rest of the 
United States. 

But instead of the seduc- 
tive southern charm they 
bad been led to expect, visi- 
tors to the Georgia capital 
have been wading knee 
deep in the “commercial 
clutter’ which has drawn 
frowns of disapproval from 
the IOC. 

Paradoxically, the Olym- 
pic Park bombing has done 
much to subdue earlier criti- 
cism of Atlanta's lackadaisi- 
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cal transport and dysfunc- 
tional technology. 

In the face of death, it 
seemed churlish to moan 
about late buses and hiccup- 
ing computers. . 

After the bombing. Atlan- 
tans quickly got their show 
back on the road and earned 
virtually universal acclaim 
for their strength of pur- 
pose. 

By contrast, the 1972 
killings resulted in recrimi- 
nations against the police 
who, some claimed, had 
helped precjpitare Israeli 
deaths in a gun battle at a 
militaiy auport outside 
Munich after sharpshooters 
killed three of the Palestin- 
ian guerrillas. 

But the biggest contrast of 
all concerns the style of 
Atlanta itself by comparison 


with Barcelona, the Olym- 
pic hosts four years ago. 

Atlanta knew it could ne- 
ver measure up to the beau- 
ty, flair and vivacity of the 
Catalan capital. Few cities 
could. Instead, it set out to 
offer a modem, efficient 
games and demonstrate the 
best of southern culture. 

Rampant commercialism 
and technological failures 
have largely distorted that 
goal. 

But as the games entered 
their closing phase it 
seemed likely that outstand- 
ing sporting memories and 
abiding sympathy for the 
victims of the bomb would 
rescue Atlanta’s image in 
the eyes of the world. 


mm 


Michael Douglass & Annette Boning in 


The American 
President 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Adel Imam stars in 
Sleeping in Honey 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD 
Jim Carrey & Jeff Daniels 
Dumb and Dumber 
ShowsM 2:30, 33^ 6:1 5, 8:30,1 0:30 


I 


CONCORD "2” 
BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 




Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Sports 

UTSTwHi^y nchron ised 

swimming team gold 

tNTA f R I — Th^ .. 


ATLANTA (R) — -p{ ie 
United States, scoring a 
battery of perfect 10s in 
their free routine, won the 
synchronised swimmino 
team ride Friday. s 

The Americans scored 
five 10s out five for techni- 
cal merit and four 10s and a 
9.9 from the Swiss judge 
for artistic impression, 
computed to a maximum 
100 points with top and 
bottom scores deducted. 

The U.S. had also fin- 
ished first in Tuesday's 
Technical programme and 


swept the first Olympic 
synchro team title 'by a 
comfortable margin, their 
victory never in doubt and a 
source of rapture to home 
tans at the Georgia Tech 
pool. 

Canada took the silv er 
and Japan the bronze in a 
repeat of the medal order of 
the last two world champi- 
onships. 

The solo and duet events, 
which formed the Olympic 
synchro programme at the 

last three games, were 
dropped for Atlanta and the 


team event brought in. The 
Americans have won the 
world championship team 
title five times out of seven. 

The Americans, who 
included 1994 world solo 
champion Becky Dyroen- 
Lancer in • their eight- 
woman team, amassed 
99.720 points in the final 
classification, which com- 
bines 35 per cent of the 
technical programme marks 
and 65 per cent of the free 
routine. 

Canada scored 98.367 
and Japan 97.753. 



Members of USA’s synchronised swim team react as they learn that they won the gold 
medal with a score of 99.722 on Aug. 2 during the Atlanta Centennial Olympic Games 
(Reuter photo) 


France caused a furore in 
the run-up to the games 
with a free routine based on 
rite Nazi holocaust which 
French Sports Minister Guy 
Dim forced them to aban- 
don. 

They substituted a differ- 
ent score, including original 
music which Jean-Michel 
Collet spent 15 days and 
nights composing, accord- 
ing to team officials. 

A psychologist was 
brought in to work with the 
swimmers, who had to mas- 
ter technical changes in 
their routine just a few 
weeks before the Olympics 
began. 

The French octet finished 
fifth, one place behind Rus- 
sia. 

The U.S. free routine 
included music by Ben- 
jamin Britton. Antonio 
Vivaldi and Claude 
Debussy and a finale of 
American traditional fare, 
Yankee Doodle and Ameri- 
ca The Beautiful. 

Canada's team featured 
Sylvie Frechette, at 29 the 
oldest competitor, who was 
belatedly awarded 1992 
Olympic solo gold to match 
that of her American rival 
following a mix-up over the 
marking in Barcelona 
which had made her sec- 
ond. 

The U.S. and Canada 
have won all the Olympic 
golds and silvers between 
them. Japan has taken all 
the bronzes. 


IOC vice-president’s wife has a brush with the law 


ATLANTA (R ) — The wife 
of International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) Vice- 
President Dick Pound made 
a brief appearance before 
an Atlanta court Friday fol- 
lowing a street altercation 
in which a policewoman 
was kneed in the groin. 



old,' 

to appear 
ing on Aug. 26 on charges 


including simple battery, 
obstruction and using abu- 
sive language. 

She left the courtroom 
immediately afterwards 
without uttering a word. 
Her husband, a swimming 
finalist for Canada in the 
. 1960 Rome Olympics who 
, now^j&pp. tfjp ;.Q£ s,n*I- 
mg. Execuriy § i -g&apL was 
not present. • - ' 

The charges stem from an 


incident early Wednesday 
morning when Mrs. Pound 
and her husband tried to 
cross a busy downtown 
street against the instruc- 
tions of traffic police- 
woman Learuie Browning . 

Ms. Browning’s arrest 
report said Mrs. Pound had 
the 4 j‘odour ;i of, .alcohol on 
her^bfeath'^d'cor^ijued to 
act"' irraubriaily.” It said 
Mrs. Pound had used foul 


language on her when she 
was asked four times to 
stay on the sidewalk. 

When the officer finally 
grabbed Mrs. Pound's arm 
to put her under arrest, the 
woman allegedly respond- 
ed by kneeing her in the 
groinv-Both the officer and 
Mfs. Pound suffered minor 
injuries in the scaffle. 


Atlanta says ‘bye y’all’ to the Olympic Games 


ATLANTA (R) — Without' 
a trace of self-doubt, Atlan- 
ta promised the “best 
games in history'.” On Sun- 
day. it finds out exactly 
how close it got. 

In a raucous and rocking 
closing ceremony, the city 
will holler a Georgia-style 
"bye y’all” to the centenary 
Olympic Games and to the 
athletes who brought it to 
life. 

And Juan .Antonio Sama- 
ranch. like a Roman emper- 
or at the coliseum, will de- 
liver his verdict. 

These have been the big- 
gest games ever, the brash- 
est, certainly among the 
most dramatic. Nothing so 
big has hit the American 
south since the civil war. 

But have they been the 


best? Only International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
President Samaranch, keep- 
er of the traditional closing- 
night accolade, will be able 
to bestow that honour. 

The crowds have been 
enormous — more people 
have attended sporting 
events than at the last two 
summer Olympics com- 
bined. 

But Atlanta's overall 
Olympic experience has 
been, at best, bitter-sweet 
and Samaranch is unlikely 
to pretend otherwise. 

There were the glitches: 
Rowing competitors had to 
hijack a bus to get to their 
venues on rime, a costly 
computer results system 
failed to deliver the goods 
IOC officials complained 


of commercial “clutter” 
marring the look of the 
games. 

Then tragedy struck in 
Centennial Olympic Park 
when a crude pipe bomb 
spewed screws and nails at 
a crowd of revellers in the 
heart of the brash Olympic 
street party. 

Two people died and 110 
were injured in what Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton branded 
an “evil act of terror." 

AH agreed the show must 
go on, however, and it did. 
Atlanta hauled the games ' 
back on track. 

By tradition, closing cere- 
monies are always less for- 
mal than the show that 
marks the start of 16 days 
of competition. Each of the 
197 teams will send only 


six people into the athletes' 
parade so there should be 
none of the interminable 
march-pasts that delayed 
the lighting of the Olympic 
flame on July 19. 

The American flag will be 
raised alongside that' of 
Greece. The Australian city 
of Sydney, which host’s the 
next summer games in 
2000, will be handed the 
Olympic flag. 

Beyond that, the show's 
details are being kept sec- 
ret President Clinton was 
not planning to come. 

At the end of the night, 
•whatever Samaranch says, 
the people of Atlanta will 
go to bed sure that they 
gave the world the best 
Olympic games- in history. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 
Three bedrooms 

CH & telephone. 

Location: Shmeisanr, near Birds Garden. 
Annual rent. 

Tel: 667862 - 693443 


FOR RENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED 
APARTMENT. 3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS, 
SPACIOUS RECEPTION, TV AND DINING 
ROOM, FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN, 
PANORAMIC VIEW IN ONE OF THE BEST 
LOCATIONS IN RABIA. 

PLEASE CALL TEL: 700696 / 816918 / 079-35591 



flfpnPTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

The UNDP Resident Representative in 
Jordan, Mr. Jorgen Lissner re-rets to 
announce that tie official launchof UN-D 
1996 Human Development Report, 
originally scheduled to take place at ll-UU 
a.m. on 'Sunday, August 4, 1996 u ^er the 
patronage of HRH Princess Basma, ha* been 
postponed. 

It will be held instead on Monday August 
26, 1996 at 11:00 a.m. at Regency Palace 

Any inconvenience caused by this change 
is sincerely regretted. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

1 220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, guest room, living room, veranda, independent | 
central heating, telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen 
and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel: 665711, 664256 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
Studio - One bedroom & tuio bedrooms 

CH & telephone. 

Annual rent 

Location: Jabal Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel: 667862 - 642351 


. /; J OB RtllNI 1 1 ES \ V; 

High tech fish farm in the Jordan Valley seeks the 
following qualified personnel: 

* Aquaculture technicians 

* Certified industrial electricians 

* Certified plumbers 

* Maintenance foreman 

* Certified mechanics 

* Purchasing agents 

* Sales and marketing manager 

* Secretaries 

* Accountant 

* Administrator/Controller 


Call for appointment 691301 


Jordan Times, Sunday, August 4, 1996 



The Canadian synchronised swim team performs on Aug. 2 in the Georgia Tech pool during the Olympic Summer 
Games in Atlanta. Canada scored 9836 and won the silver medal behind the U.S. (Reuter photo) 

Flops and failures tumble into the Olympic chasm 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Mea- 
sured in mico-seconds, the 
gap berween winning and 
losing might not look so 
wide. 

But the yawning chasm of 
defeat in Atlanta has swal- 
lowed thousands of high 
hopes and dreams. 

Judging by the tears and 
heartbreak, taking part is 
not as much fun as Baron 
Pierre de Couberton 
claimed when he created 
the modem Olympics 100 
years ago. 

But the defeared can still 
leave their mark, if only 
measured by the magnitude 
of their failure. 

Take Linford Christie. 
The defending champion 
disqualified for two false 
starts in the men's 100m 
was so startling that Dono- 
van Bailey of Canada had 
to win the race by a world 
record to get any attention 
at all. 

Legions of stars followed 
Christie to defeat. Sonia 
O'Sullivan of Ireland, the 
world’s top women 5000m 
rarmer, lost-.two- possible 
golds to -a bad stomauh, 
while Sergei Bubka, the 
polevault legend, never 
jumped because of a bad 
ankle. 


Hassiba Boulmerka of 
Algeria, the world and 
Olympic champion, tripped 
up in her heat and failed to 
reach the final. Others like 
Marlene Ottey of Jamaica, 
came second. The greatest 
woman sprinter never to 
have won an Olympic title, 
Ottey lost the 100m sprint 
on a photo finish to Gail 
Devers of the United Slates 
and the 200m gold to 
French runner Marie Jose 
Perec. 

“I admire Merlene so 
much and it bothered me 
that 1 had beaten her,” said 
the French 400m specialist 
who did the 200-400m dou- 
ble. 

It also bothered the Bra- 
zilians that Nigeria had 
knocked them out of the 
Olympic soccer tourna- 
ment. Brazil, the greatest 
footballing nation in the 
world, lost in the semi- 
finals and police are search- 
ing for sombody who was 
so upset he firebombed the 
Nigerian embassy in Brasil- 
ia. 

• In shooting, work! -cham- 
pion Wang Y&ii .of .China 
had the gold medal in his 
grasp. He misfired on his 
final shot in 10m pistol, 
then staggered by heat and 


heartache, he fainted. 

Petra Homeber of Ger- 
many threw away the gold 
medal with her very last 
shot in the women's rifle. 
She led throughout the 
competition then found vic- 
tory more impossible to 
handle than defeat. She said 
“my nerve cracked.” 

Vitaly Scherbo, heralded 
as one of the greatest gym- 
nastics ever seen, left 
Atlanta white with rage. He 
won six Olympic gold 
medals in Barcelona four 
years ago, but won just 
three bronze medals here. 
He was unable to accept the 
truth. 

The 24-year-old from 
Belarus, who now lives in 
the Unired Suites, is no lon- 
ger that good. He deprived 
his team of the bronze team 
medal when he fell off the 
pommel horse. He blamed 
the judges for his misfor- 
tunes. 

Badminton’s Indonesia's 
stars were denied by Poui- 
Erik Hoyer-Larsen of Den- 
mark. He accounted for 
defending -champion Allan 
Budi Kusuma and world 
champion Heryanto Arbi on 
his way to the men’s title. 

• A broken racket took care 
of Susi Susanti, the most 


successful women of mod- 
em times. She lost her title 
when she was beaten in the 
semis by Bang Soo-Hyun 
of South Korea. She had to 
replace her rackuet early on 
and never recovered. 

In weightlifting Belarus 
former Olympic champion 
Leonid Taranenko put his 
back out in the warm up 
minutes before the compe- 
tition for the super heavy- 
weight title and could not 
even lift his kit bag. 

Marcus Stephen, the 1990 
and 1994 Commonwealth 
champion from the tiny 
central Pacific island of 
Nauru, left without making 
one lift. He failed three 
times to snatch 120 kilo- 
grammes and crashed out 
of the competition. 

China's swimmers flop- 
ped. Hie team that swept 12 
of the 1 6 gold medals at the 
world championships in 
1994 only managed one 
here. In the intervening two 
years Chinese swimming 
has been turned upside 
down following revelations 
of . widespread doping. In 
Atlanta only Le Jingyi wan 
a gold in the 100m freestyle * 
while 1 00m backstroke 
world record holder He 
Cihong failed to qualify. 


Iranian leader: Wrestling victory humilates U.S. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s 
president on Saturday 
nailed an Iranian wrestler 
who won a gold medal at 
the Olympics in Atlanta, 
saying^he had rubbed the 
United States’ nose in the 
dirt. 

“The flag of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran was 
raised in the house of 
Satan through the resolve 
of a pious youth, Rasull 
Khaaem. despite all the 
mischief by the Ameri- 
cans to prevent this his- 
toric event in Atlanta," 
Rafsanjani said in a 
speech broadcast by 
Iranian Radio. 


He praised the victory 
by light-heavyweight 
R'asull iChadem Azghadi 

from Gocl 
despots. 


as a 
to the wor 


f# 


Tehran’s hostile rela- 
tions with Washington 
have grown more tense 
following comments by 
U.S Defence Secretary 


William Perry on Friday 
that Iran was a leading 
suspect in the bombing 
of a U.S. military facility 
in Saudi Arabia in June. 


“I congratulate your 
excellence and our na- 
tion for rubbing the nose 
of America in the dirt 
and for beating the nine- 
medalled Russian cham- 
pion. Victory against two 
superpowers in a single 
exhibition.” he said. 

The speech was moni- 
tored by the British 


Broadcasting 

tion. 


Corpora- 


FOR RENT.. ..SHMEISANI 
FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Located behind the Marriott Hotel, 2 bedrooms. 2 bath- 
rooms, sitting and dining room, modem and fully equipped 
kitchen, lift, telephone, special garage. New building and 
new furniture. Annual rent JD 4,500. 

Call Tel: 694252 



Due To The Expansion Of Its Business 
Throughout The Middle East 

MedNet International 
1$ Immediately Seeking Applicants For 
The Following Positions: 

• Contractual A Pidjflc Relations Suporvlsoa: 

• Sated neootate a flnctee ogBeme nS vdn hedUccw ptwfcm 

-ktalr^&a*panclhcwtttvOTBpicw^neh*«xfe 

- Support n&alticaro pcw/fdof pu&*C retatkxw WW11 

- Qacrtjw various prcwldef meettxjl semlnoa ata. 

• Administrative Unit Supervtson: 

- towdnats one manoos flrcrvMi ciOma 'sitteownl wttti 
hooflticwfl pratfdM kuuronce companies, oner payas. 

■ Foflcw-up heattti hsuancG ddms wocaMiTO. 

• MedNet Claim Center Manager*: 

- MocScd cas*s review. foJo^to & coorclnafton 

- Kectti hwrcnc* data dedton meMng ortf adnttshition. 
-Colaboiafion w*h various hedlhcaie provkta. 

- Mmaganav or TA hoi ettra center lor hund nwitw wvtefl. 
(flvcfcof crerefeutana rn/smo oja«e»«iwrea**9 

• Processing Unit Supervisors: 

- Computer pncsdnQ and eoevcflnaliari of hedh hMancedflirnSi 
. Oranrieclan ahtfhAn ondewdnatoa 

Cmoc^vpiohKkxxinu^auOlfico^crfnefi^ 

■ to hut parifora HodHst qSm eomp*W» Mtaf/bsnsBi and 
•xcafcnJ Mm canwepportunflat in a dynanfc amtonamL 
- Al oppfleoto AMd be tuani In EngUi and Amble. KhowMpof 
atm fengmaott wi ba ccnddusd on met. 

nao» land your mum / C.V. to; 

NHxffiat ln*0»TK3SonaJ 


JO Kydod ft ID XbRaval Stoat UBO. * AIHBIS . 68SCE 

ftfc + (301) 80MU3 9808-3058 toe 4 (301) 823 -057! 


Furnished Apartment Tor Rent 

New <S.' Nicely Furnished. 
it 2 -Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms , Salon Snix lm 7 
(L). Lar^e Kitchen . Cenlraly Heated. £ 

■) Location : Um-Alsuinmaq Al-shamaly, Alter '• 
munispality, Quiet Area. Most Relaxing . 

Call Owner 828512 ■■ 


TWO-STOREY FURNISHED SEMI 
ATTACHED VILLA FOR RENT 
(JD 5,000 PER YEAR) 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms (one master) on the upper floor. 
The lower level consists of a sitting room, dining room and 
family room with a large kitchen and a veranda. 7th Circle. 
Telephone; from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (861860) 
from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. (716756) 



fll - Liuuon Hotel 

SweitHeh 

RUM BAR 

happy hour 

6 - 8 pm 

Mini Buffet After 8 





For information Tel : 853125 

Princess Taghreed Moh'nid Str 


625155 


. fa** ' 
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Fateh leaders to 
meet in Cairo on 
peace process 


CAIRO (AP) — Leaders of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) 
biggest faction. Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh movement, 
will meet in Cairo next 
Week to review the stalled 
peace process with Israel, a 
PLO official said Saturday. 

Mohammad Sobeih, the 
PLO envoy to the Arab 
League, said the 17-mem- 
ber Fateh Central 
Committee hopes to forge a 
plan to respond to chal- 
lenges raised by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's policies 
towards the peace process. 

He said topping the agen- 
da will be “the series of vio- 
lations of the (peace) agree- 
ments by the new Israeli 
government," including the 
closure of Palestinian terri- 
tories and decision to renew 
settlement building in the 
West Bank. 

Egyptian Foreign 

Minister Amr Musa said, 
meanwhile, that President 
Hosni Mubarak would raise 
the issue of settlements 
with Mr. Netanyahu. Mr. 
Musa said after a cabinet 
meeting Saturday that the 
Israeli decision was “a dan- 
gerous move" for the peace 
process. 

Fateh, the strongest group 
in the Palestinian territories, 
is the mainstream faction of 
the PLO. It's central com- 
mittee has great influence 
on both the PLO and Mr. 
Arafat's Gaza-based 

Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

Since Mr. Arafat launched 
his self-rule administration 
under a 1993 accotd with 
Israel, the committee has 
held several meetings in the 
Gaza Strip. But three mem- 
bers who have not moved to 


the territories were unable 
to attend these gatherings. 

The Cairo meeting was 
apparently designed to 
bring these leaders — 
including Farouk 

Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLQ’s political department 
— back into the decision- 
making process and to 
show Mr. Arafat’s ability to 
manoeuvre against Israel’s 
pressures. 

On Friday, Mr. 
Netanyahu's cabinet decid- 
ed to ease restrictions on 
construction of settlements, 
which the previous govern- 
ment adopted to pave the 
way for peace talks. The 
move angered Palestinians, 
who complained it violated 
the peace agreements. 

Other sources said that the 
meeting was also prompted 
by recent violence in the 
territories between 

Palestinians and PNA secu- 
rity forces. 

In the West Bank town of 
Tulkarem, a Palestinian was 
killed Friday during a 
protest over the death of a 
detainee severely beaten by 
the security forces in neigh- 
bouring Nablus. The pris- 
oner, Mahmoud Jemayel. 
was a Fateh activist in the 
anti-Israeli uprising and his 
death angered many of his 
colleagues. 

Friday's protest against 
the PNA was one of the 
most serious challenges to 
Mr. Arafat's rule since the 
start of his self-rule govern- 
ment. 

The Cairo meeting will 
discuss ways to calm down 
outrage wi thin Fateh 
sparkled by Jemayel’s 
death, said the sources, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 


IShieli fetivoy discussed 
Jewish settlements 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— An Israeli envoy held talks 
here Friday during which 
plans for possible expansion 
of the Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
were raised, the Stare 
Department said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's polit- 
ical adviser, Dore Gold, met 
with the State Department’s 
Middle East coordinator 
Dennis Ross and his deputies, 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said’They had good discus- 
sions," he commented. 

The meeting in Washington 
came as the Israeli govern- 
ment lifted some of the 
restrictions on expanding 
Jewish settlements in the 
Palestinian territories, effec- 
tively reversing a partial 
freeze imposed four years 
ago. 

Mr. Bums described the 
Israeli decision as “complex" 
and noted that “there was no 
decision made by the Israeli 
cabinet ... to specifically 
expand the number of settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip.” 

That decision would have 
to be taken by a special vote 
of the cabinet, Mr. Bums 
noted. 

Mr. Gold's visit also coin- 
cided with efforts to jumps tan 
the Israeli -Syrian peace track 
that has been deadlocked 
since a wave of suicide 
bombings shook Israel in 
February. 

To unlock the stalemate, 
Mr. Netanyahu has put for- 
ward a “Lebanon-first" 
option that would provide for 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon where Syria also has 
troops. 

Syria has publicly refused 
such an approach and again 
called Thursday for die return 
of Arab land, including the 
strategic Golan Heights 
seized by Israel in 1967, in 
exchange for peace. 

But there have been recent 
reports of secret meetings 
between Mr. Netanyahu and a 
Syrian envoy to discuss the 
proposal. 

The State Department 
spokesman declined to com- 
ment on those reports but 
indicated that the proposal 
could meet with U.S. 

approval. 


“We’d like to see Israel 
reach a peace agreement with 
Lebanon and with Syria," Mr. 
Bums said." 

And ultimately we all 
believe that the territorial 
integrity of Lebanon is very 
important, that the future 
withdrawal of all foreign 
forces from Lebanon is 
important at some point in the 
future,” he said. 

Jewish settler leaders have 
dusted off ambitious building 
plans after Mr. Netanyahu’s 
government lifted a four- 
year-old curb on construction 
in their disputed communities 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 
Strip. 

Infrastructures Minister 
Ariel Sharon, a patron of the 
settlers, was quoted as saying 
by Israel TV that settlements 
would be expanded consider- 
ably and eventually linked 
together. 

Palestinian leaders and 
Israeli peace activists said the 
message was clear: Israel 
planned to tighten its grip on 
the West Bank and thwart any 
land-for- peace deal with the 
Palestinians. 

The cabinet voted unani- 
mously Friday to lift the 
building restrictions that had 
been imposed by Yitzhak 
Rabin four years ago to pave 
the way for peace negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians. 

"This is the end to the artifi- 
cial drying out..of the, settle- 
ments." Mr. Netanyahu said 
after the meeting. ‘The previ- 
ous government placed all 
lands of restrictions and 
shackles on the natural devel- 
opments of the settlements.” 

‘Today, we gave ourselves 
some room to manoeuvre.” 

Mr. Netanyahu has said he 
expected his government 
would increase the number of 
Jewish settlers — now 

145,000 — by at least 50 per 
cent. 

The cabinet did not autho- 
rise specific building projects. 

It said construction plans 
would have to be approved by 
the defence minister. Yitzhak 
Mordechai, a close ally of Mr. 
Netanyahu, and would have 
to stay within the limits of die 
state budget. 

Plans for new settlements 
would have to be approved by 
the full cabinet, the decision 
said. 



Armed Palestinian police arrest a Palestinian for unknown reasons after an argument in front of Tulkarem prison 
on Saturday. On Friday, the prison witnessed violent clashes between police and about 2,000 demonstrators 
demanding the release of Hamas activists. One civilian was killed and seven injured by Palestinian police (Reuters 
photo) 

Sudan orders mobilisation on border with Eritrea 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan has declared mobilisa- 
tion in eastern areas on the 
border with Eritrea for fear of 
further attacks by dissidents 
operating in the neighbour- 
ing country, a government 
daily reported Saturday. 

Mahmoud Abdeen, the 
governor of Gedarif 
province, described the move 
as ”a state of readiness to 
face any threats coming from 
Sudan’s eastern neigh- 
bours." the official daily A1 
Sudan A1 Hadith said. 

"The province is currently 
living in a state of full and 
strong popular mobilisation. 
It is in full readiness to face 
any threats or dangers on our 
eastern front.” he was quoted 
as saying. 

Last month rebels belong- 


ing to the newly created 
National Democratic 
Alliance killed two soldiers 
in attacks on army positions 
near the eastern border. 

The alliance, which groups 
both southern rebels and dis- 
gruntled northerners, has 
vowed to remove the Islamic 
fundamentalist government 
led by President Omar A1 
Bashir. 

Sudan has been tom by a 
13-year civil war waged by 
southern rebels, mostly 
Christians and members of 
African tribal faiths, who 
demand more autonomy 
from the Arab-dominated 
government in Khartoum. 

Sudan and Eritrea have 
accused each other of har- 
bouring opposition groups 
trying to topple the regimes 


in Khartoum and Asmara. 

Threat of floods 

Irrigation officials have 
warned Sudanese living 
along the River Nile to take 
precautions against flooding 
since the river is expected to 
reach unprecedented levels 
this month. 

The undersecretary of irri- 
gation, Osman Al-Toura. was 
quoted in Saturday's govern- 
ment daily A1 Engaz A1 Ingaz 
as saying monitoring of river 
levels dating to 1912 show 
"this year will see a high and 
unprecedented river Nile 
flood." 

"The second half of 
August is expected to see a 
high level of flood water that 
could cause material dam- 


age," he said. 

Sudan has had two devas- 
tating Nile floods, in 1946 
and 19S8, which caused 
tremendous damage to farms 
and residential areas. 

Dr. Toum said the Blue 
Nile, the tributary that carries 
the bulk of the Nile's flood 
water, had a flow of 500,000 
cubic metres at Eddaim on 
the border with Ethiopia. He 
added be expects this flow to 
reach 800,000 cubic metres 
towards the end of August. 

The Nile's two branches, 
the Blue and the White, con- 
verge in the capital 
Khartoum. The high water 
levels are not expected to 
affect Egypt since the Nile's 
flow upriver is controlled by 
the Aswan high dam. 


‘Rumours of de Charette 
attack were pure fantasy’ 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
The Algerian authorities on 
Saturday described as 
“pure fantasy” a claim in the 
Arabic daily A1 Hayat that 
two bombs had been discov- 
ered at Algiers airport on 
Wednesday shortly before 
the arrival of French 
Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette. 

The official news agency, 
quoting “authorised” 
sources at the Interior 
Ministry, denied “in the 
most categorical fashion 
these allegations which are a 
matter of pure fantasy and 
malevolent disinforma- 
tion.” 

A1 Hayat published a short 
article on its front page 
under the headline: “Bomb 
attempt targeting Mr. 
Charette at Algiers?' 

The paper, citing 
“informed sources,” said the 
airport director Houari 
Boumediene had received a 
call, warning that a bomb 
had been ‘planted in the gar- 
dens outside the airport 
entrance. “After detailed 
searches, the security ser- 
vices found two bombs; one 
near the runway where Mr. 
Charette's plane touched 
down, and the other in the 
garden.” the paper claimed. 

A1 Hayat, which is distrib- 
uted in several Arab and 
Western capitals, said that 
the Algerian authorities had 
opened an inquiry. 

In Paris, Mr. de Charette 
told AFP that he had “no 


comment to make on the 
newspaper report.” 

Meanwhile, the United 
States condemned Friday 
the killing of a Roman 
Catholic bishop in Algeria 
and stressed his death 
resulted from an act of ter- 
rorism. 

Pierre Claverie, the bishop 
of Oran, was killed by a 
bomb at his palace in the 
western Algerian city. His 
death came hours after he 
met Mr. de Charette. 

“Once again we must con- 
demn terrorism in Algeria 
and must give our profound 
sympathy to the church, to 
the families of the victims, 
and to everyone associated 
with the cause of stability in 
Algeria,” State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said. 

“We condemn this in the 
strongest possible terms,” he 
added. 

Mr. Claverie was one of 
Algeria’s most prominent 
churchmen, renowned for 
his frankness and hostility to 
the Islamic fundamentalist 
movement which has been 
trying to overthrow the 
government since 1992. 

Italy called the killing of 
toe bishop an act of sense- 
less barbarity and said polit- 
ical dialogue was the only 
way Algeria could achieve 
peace. A foreign ministry 
statement said in Rome toe 
murder of Bishop Claverie 
had caused horror and con- 
sternation. 


Kuwait’s stateless 
Arabs face slim 
chance of citizenship 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Only two per cent of toe 
estimated 120,000 stateless 
Arabs living in Kuwait are 
likely to receive Kuwaiti 
citizenship, the interior min- 
ister said in an interview 
published on Saturday. 

The authorities have 
divided the 120.000 state- 
less Arabs — called 
“hidoon" meaning “with- 
out” — into different cate- 
gories to help determine 
who will qualify for 
Kuwaiti citizenship. 
Interior Minister Sheikh Ali 
Sabah AJ Salem told the 
Arabic daily A1 Seyassah. 

“So by the end of 1996, 
we would have determined 
who is the actual bidoon 
and who belongs to other 
countries,” Sheikh Ali said. 

He added no more than 
two per cent of the 120;000 
bidoon are expected to 
receive citizenship, this fig- 
ure includes those bidoon 
married to Kuwaitis who 
will automatically receive 
Kuwaiti nationality. 

The first category covers 
those who entered Kuwait 
legally years ago under 
another nationality which 
they are concealing, the 
minister said. 

“We will completely 
resolve the problem of this 
category by toe end of this 
year. We will even 
announce their names.” he 


said in the interview, also 
published in AI Seyassah's 
sister paper Arab Times. 

The second category 
includes those that claim to 
have refused naturalised 
Kuwaiti citizenship in the 
past, and are now demand- 
ing instead the status of 
original Kuwaiti citizens, he 
said. 

“This is entirely untrue, 
because we have no official 
documents to prove they 
have refused the secondary 
(naturalised) . citizenship.” 
be said. 

The third category 
includes those that entered 
Kuwait, have no official 
documents and are claiming 
to be bidoon. Sheikh Ali 
said, adding that toe govern- 
ment had a solution for this 
group but would not give 
details. 

At the end of July, the 
interior ministry announced 
August deadlines for all 
the bidoon to register with 
toe authorities and receive 
a temporary identity card as 
the first stage in resolving 
the decades-old problem. 

Some of the bidoon come 
from families that have 
resided in Kuwait for sev- 
eral generations, while oth- 
ers are Arab economic 
migrants who were attracted 
to Kuwait by the oil wealth 
generated since the 1950s. 


Afghan 
government 
ready for 
talks with 
Taleban 

KABUL (R) — Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar said on 
Saturday his government 
wanted talks with the 
rebel Taleban militia on 
how to restore peace to 
Afghanistan. 

Mr. Hekmatyar, who 
took up his post as head 
of what he called an inter- 
im government in June, 
told a news conference 
contacts with other 
Afghan opposition fac- 
tions were already under 
way. 

“We are ready for 
unconditional talks with 
the Taleban, either direct 
or indirect, on any level, 
anywhere,” he said. 

Mr. Hekmatyar was 
himself once one of 
President Burhannudin 
Rabbani’s bitterest foes in 
the factional fighting that 
has cost an estimated 

40,000 lives and wrecked 
much of Kabul since 
guerrillas ousted a com- 
munist government in 
1992. 

He said other factions, 
including those led by 
northern militia chief 
General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum and the Shi’ite 
Muslim Hezb-I-Wahdat 
of Karim Khalil), had 
responded positively to 
Kabul’s efforts to per- 
suade them to join the 
government. 

Earlier this year the 
Taleban rebuffed Mr. 
Rabbani's offer to travel 
to rebel-held territory for 
peace talks. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s latest 
proposal follows a visit to 
Kabul this week, by the 
new U.N. special envby 
to Afghanistan, Norbert 
Holl, who is on an intro- 
ductory round of talks 
with rival leaders. 

Mr. Holl, who plans to 
visit Taleban headquar- 
ters in the southern city of 
Kandahar on Monday, 
criticised the Islamic 
militia for shelling Kabul 
during his visit. 

Mr. Hekmatyar said he 
had asked boll to come up 
with a peace plan of his 
own to serve as a basis for 
negotiations. 

“We have told Mr. Holl 
to draw up a peace plan. It 
is better to have one from 
the very start, Mr. Holl's 
predecessor, (Mahmoud) 
Mestiri, failed in his two- 
year mission because 
from the very beginning 
to the end he was saying 
he had no plan. We wifi 
accept any logical and 
practical plan,” Mr. 
Hekmatyar added. 

The government's own 
peace formula calls for a 
ceasefire, negotiation, an 
interim government, 
demilitarisation of cities 
and elections. 

“If a formula such as 
this is accepted by the 
Taleban, we will accept it 
without any condition," 
Mr. Hekmatyar said. 

Mr. Holl's visit to Gen. 
Dostum in the north on 
Thursday coincided with 
clashes between forces 
loyal to Rabbani and Gen. 
Dostum. 


Libya calls for a Security Council meeting on terrorism 


UNITED NATIONS 
(Agencies) — Libya request- 
ed Friday an urgent U.N. 
Security Council meeting on 
terrorism, calling it a “loath- 
some global phenomenon” 
and warning that Tripoli had 
had enough of U.S. efforts to 
make it a “scapegoat” 

Id a letter to toe U.N. 
Security Council, Libya said 
accusations by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton were groundless 
and aimed at seeking “a 
scapegoat for the inability of 
the United States administra- 
tion to cope with mounting 
domestic terrorism." 

On Friday, Mr. Clinton 
renewed his call for the inter- 
national community to get 


tough on terrorism, citing a 
bill he is expected to sign 
Monday punishing foreign 
firms that invest in the oil sec- 
tore of Iran and Libya. 

According to U.N. diplo- 
mats, the Security Council is 
unlikely to accede to the 
request for an emergency 
meeting. To do so, consensus 
among the 15 members is 
necessary and countries hos- 
tile to Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi's regime 
are not expected to agree. 

Libya is supposed to bend 
to three resolutions requiring 
it to hand over two suspects in 
toe downing of a Pan Am 
flight over Lockerbie, 
Scotland in 1988 that caused 


270 deaths. 

According to the Security 
Council, Tripoli is also to 
cooperate fully with French 
officials investigating the 
destruction of a UTA DC-10 
in Niger the following year, 
which killed 170 people. 

Libya has been diplomati- 
cally active in toe past few 
weeks, issuing letters and 
working in hopes of resolving 
the UTA/Pan Am affairs and 
convincing the United 
Nations to lift sanctions to 
which it is subject. 

Tripoli is counting on coun- 
tries like China, Russia, 
Egypt and Turkey to defend it 
brfore the Security Council. 
Currently, the United States 


does not have enough support 
within the Security Council 
to impose additional interna- 
tional sanctions on Libya. 

Libya meanwhile 

announced the end of two 
weeks of air force exercises 
using live fire. 

The official news agency 
JANA said the manoeuvres, 
in an unidentified area off the 
Libyan coast, began July 12 
and ended Friday. _ 

Libyan Television has 
showed footage of the drill 
every night since it began, 
emphasising images of heli- 
copters destroying fictional 
enemy targets. 

The end of .the exercises 
was marked Friday by a cere- 


mony at an air base in which 
several pilots and technicians 
who took part in toe manoeu- 
vres were “decorated for 
their excellent performance," 
the agency said. 

The U.N. sanctions on 
Libya include an air and mil- 
itary embargo. Independent 
sources say the Libyan mili- 
tary has more than 400 com- 
bat aircraft, including toe fol- 
lowing models: MiG-21, 
MiG-23, MiG-25, Mirage 
5D/DE, 5DD, F-1AD, SU-24 
and SU-20. 

In addition, the military has 
more than 45 Mi-24 and Mi- 
35 attack helicopters and 

22,000 men in air defence. 



Roman coins 
found in Chinese 
tomb 

BEIJING (AFP.) — Four 
Roman coins dating to the 
early Byzantine Empire 
some 1,500 years ago have 
been unearthed from a 
Chinese tomb, Xinhua re- 
ported Friday. The gold 
coins were discovered dur- 
ing excavations of a tomb 
belonging to the Northern 
Dynasties (386 A.D). to 
581 A.D. in northwest 
China’s Ningxia province. 
“The four gold coins are 
the first of their kind to be 
found in China. They 
reflect a long history of 
cultural exchan-ges 

between ancient China and 
Rome,” said Luo Feng, 
deputy director of toe Gu- 
yuan Museum in Ningxia. 
The Roman Empire was 
divided by toe Emperor 
Diocletian in 293 A.D. 
along the Balkans, with an 
Eastern Emperor and offi- 
cials coexisting alongside 
their Western counterparts. 
Constantinople, previously 
Byzantium, now Istanbul, 
was inaugurated as the 
“new Rome" in 330 A.D. 
The Eastern Empire sur- 
vived until the fall of Cons- 
tantinople to the Otterman 
Turks in 1453, almost 

1,000 years after the Wes- 
tern Roman Empire disap- 
peared. 

Race row boy 
finds cat’s head in 
schoolbag 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— A black high school 
pupil who was recently re- 
instated after being ex- 
pel led for touching a white 
girl's breast, found a cat’s 
head in his schoolbag, the 
Johannesburg Star said Sa- 
turday. Edwin. Letsela, 13. 
was in May expelled from 
Ben Viljoen High School, 
in conservative Groblers- 
dal farming town east of 
here, after the girl claimed 
he had touched her breast. 
White parents in toe area 
reacted with anger over the 
incident and demanded the 
school take action. Letsela 
claimed he was pushed and 
had accidently touched the 
girl’s breast. He was rein- 
stated last week after the 
government of Mpumalan- 
ga province said the pun- 
ishment did not fit the 
alleged offence. The report 
said that on Wednesday, 
Letsela and his parents laid 
a charge of intimidation at 
the local police station after 
the boy found a severed 
head of a cat in his bag. 
The charge was laier with- 
drawn, the report said, 
without giving reasons. ’ 

Chinese villager 
forks out for fatal 
attraction 

BEUING (AFP.) — A vil- 
lager paid out 5,800 yuan 
($700) to acquire the body 
of a newly-deceased girl in 
order to “many” her to his 
dead son. The Shandong 
legal daily reported in its 
latest edition received here 
Wednesday. The incident 
happened in the village of 
Shaanxi, central China, the 
eastern daily reported. “No 
sooner had toe 18-year-old 
girl expired than intermedi- 
aries rushed to her home to 
put forward possible hus- 
bands for a posthumous 
marriage, offering from 

1,000 to 3,800 yuan ac- 
cording to the cadaver," it 
said. “In the event, a weal- 
thy local man shelled out 
5,800 yuan and took her 
body off to wed her in toe 
afterlife with his son, who 
had died at the age of five.” 
The paper hit out at such 
“feudal superstitions,” bat 
disclosed that in this region 
alone there were around 
two dozen similar cases 
each year. Posthumous 
weddings, according to 
ancient Chinese belief, pre- 
vent the bride and groom 
from becoming ghosts. 
Ruinously costly weddings 
are a routine target for the 
Chinese official media. 


